Vox Populi:- ; 


yh the SENSE of the 


SOBER LAY MEN 


W vi F, T\H BR. 


_ : Going tb; » 


r] 


| E D'S. | 


Propoſed in his 


MAJESTIES COMMISSION | 
TO THE 


CONVOCATION 


LONDON, 
Printed for Randall Taylor near Stationers-hall, 1690- | 


— 


-P 


The Bookseller to the Reader 


"Heſe Papers 


ne, 
fit to blaſt them, 


were ſent to me be- 


fore the late Pror _ of the 


but rate F have thought 
hoping 4 may 


be uſcfal to the Publick. 


FEESEF FER TEAYSSESS”TS Care tDEESX oe 


1 LID LIE 3 x JETL FIT T FE EET D 38, +« 7 FTS V OS WFTTIFETE IS 


enm—, + "ht, * Jef A FIT AT L.A — 


THE 


PREFACE: 


W E pay too great a Deference to fo venerable an Aſſembly - 


4s. our Convocation, to come before them, tho. with a 


ut making ſome Apology for 
Rudeneſs, 44 the we: preſpm'd. ta inſtrutt en Teachers, 


Wu wats mL 
6 ied our. ſelves wiſer than 6ur Spiritual Guides. We might 
way of. Excuſe, that 4 former Convocation not only allowed, 
d more on our behalf than we do pretend to + For they ad-. Burnet's  Hift, 
ſedte King Henry the 8th, That an equal munher of Lay-men 9 80m | 
ly aimed] to ſame 4” a0 "ry Vol 1. Be 147+. 
"eee or | 
hemmoſt expedient : whereas we do neither preſume nor defire to ſit 
m Clergy as Counſelors, but only to be permitted to ſtand as 


Petition in our hands, without 


s 48 their door. | | 
We might further alledg ini our on) bebalf, that when we lately ver'- 
wed with or Pens to defend the _Dottrines for Church ag awnſt the 
Mays, #n which Controverſy our Learned. Clergy gain'd ſuch im- 
tal Trophies of Honour, our Papers were not only kindly recei- 
(, but protefied too : Even Dr. Sherlock birſelf condeſcending to 
aver 4 Proteſiant Footman with bis mighty Shield, who like a foal 
Inire had ventured to frike a blow or rwo for the Giant,, We are 
therefore ape to believe, that mhyt we now: propoſe. for the fiur- 
thr advantage of our Church, will be as favourably entertairs d. 
nd we are the rather encouraged to ſuch a Perſuaſion, becauſe the 
Maſter of the Temple, notwithſtanding the Canon in this caſe (which 
hall be obſerv/d in its proper Place under that Head ) bath lately revo- 
kdthat Letter of Attourny which the Clergy ſeemed to pretend to, 
fr the warranting them alone to att in” our Names, while we ſate . 
fil and beld our Peace. For, ſaith he, Tho the Clergy have of 
kte in a great meaſure monopoliz'd the Name of the Church to 


hemſclyes, yet in propriety of Speech they do not belong to the De- , 
fhinition 4 
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The Preface. 


- Dy. Sherlock's finition of it 3 they are indeed the Governours of the Church, 5 
Dif. of the Na- they have receiv'd. Authority from Chritt the-ſupreme Lord and Bt. 


ſhop. of the Church, but they are no more the Church,” than the 
King is his Kingdom, or the Shepherd his Flock ; the Biſhops and 
Paſtors of the Church, contider'd as ſuch, repreſent the Head and 
not the Body, &c. | 

——_ Jhall inſiſt on, and ſtand by as the main Regſol of our ing 
and publiſhing the following Paptrs, and which we conceive will ſully-filence thajelght 
are roſs likely to yaiſe.a Clampkr againſt us, is to clear 0ur ſelu the ing 
Miſreprefentation that Vox Cleri gives of ts, as tho we were as perverſe Enemits to hi 
Majsſlies excellent Deſign in his Commiſſion to the Convocation as he himſelf is, a 
thoſe whoſe Judgment be pretends to expreſs : For one of the maine Reaſons be of * 
gainſt all Alterations, 3s that which he cites out of Dr. Burnet in Judg 1.14, 
That as ſome might come 'in, ſo others that were 1n our Communign 
rake bffence by the Alterations, arid defert jt ; and ſeeing our frequehr 
ge5 m ſome things, might ſuppoſe there is nothing cerrain among us 3 'and from 
che many Diſputes about our Lirurgy, proceed to queſtion our Articles, and 2: 
laſt fall off to the Church of Rome, which they ſaw more conſtant to their Prig- 


- Ciples.. And as we ſhall not repeat what bath been already replied, ſo we ſhall take 
the more effetyal way bf eonſuting bim, by declaring the common Senſe of the wiſi aud - 
beſt anong our ſelves that we have convers'd with about theſe matters Fay tho'myg | 


that Reſpett even to the violent Bigots of ow Clergy, - which the great Learning of may 
thim does deſerves. yet we muſt. beg \their Pardon if we are urwillg all the- blow of 
their unaccountable Stiffneſs and Rigout ſhould lit at our door, We ſhould think. w 
ſelves very unhappy, if any umgaſonable Sororneſs or Humour of ours ſhould be the gut 


Obſtacle to the Churches Reformation and Peace : If we Per any way contribute ta. | 
Phyſocians are called together 


the keeping open thoſe bleeding Wounds which our Spiritun 
to.bgal ind (loſe, :Wp that bave been ſo well inſtrufted- by our Miniſters, have lent 
to diſtinguiſh between the Subſtaxce of our Religion, 'and the ſeparabit Apperdagtsof it; 
and* ſhall not * ſuſpect Ent mſhing the Diſh j 
altertd ; ani Vaut mort of that Divine Charity thry havt preached to us than to 

at an ir;econcileable Diftance from Diſſenting Proteſtants, and to run both out "of tht 
Church and our Wits too, if the Conyocation ſhould think fit to let them in on'a1 by 
nourable Accommodation of our Differences, +. We have therefore thonght fit to deſcend ta 
tbe particular Heads mentioned.in bis Majeſtizs Commiſſion, and wider each of. then #8 
propoſe ſuch Alterations as would not only not be offenſeve to us, but aye highly deſnable, 
becauſe we ſuppoſe them equally: conducive to the Beauty and Safety, the Strength ad 
Glory of owr Church, ap; in OY "de. 


our Food every time the made of garniſhing the Diſþ is 
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. Of the Liturgy and Ceremonies. 


£2, O begin with the Calendar ; we ſhall not 
& inhiſt on the Rule to find out Eaſter, which 

= hath bcen ſometimes found;not to be true, 
| [TI becauſc that does more concern the Clergy to 
_ V-T% y 1 . . 
mn 47> look aiter, than any of us ; But as to ſome 


W<#>g of the Leſlons appointed in it, they being 
delign'd for our Edification, we hope we 


Tobias luckily catcht a certain Fiſh, that greedily ſnapt at him, Tohit c. 6, 


arefully lays up'the Heart, the Liver, and the Gall. Now an 
Ointment made of this Gall, was a notable Remedy againſt 
Whiteneſs in the Eyes. If it were as good againſt Dimneſs of Sight 
too, we could wiſh for the fake of the Author of Vox Cleri, we 
knew what fort of Fiſh this was. But a far greater Vertue lay in Ty; c, 7. 
the Liver,and the heart as Tobias afterwards tound, when he came 
to the Houſe of Raguel. For this Ragael had a Bonny Girl to his 
Daughter, called Sarah, on whom it ſcems a certain ſpiteful De- 
vil had clapt a fort of a Venetian Pad-lock; fo that tho ſeven young 
Fellows had ſucceſſively Married her, yet none cf them had 
been able to Conſummate the Buſineſs, but lolt their own Lives | 
the very firſt Night they made any offers that way. Tobias was F 
deeply ſmitten with her, and not diſcouraged tor all this , in 
ſhort, makeup the Bargain and Marries her. And juſt before Tob;t c, $. 
he Beds her, takes the aforeſaid Heart and Liver of the Fiſh, and 
burns them-upon the Coals, which made ſuch a perfume, that 
way ſcours the Devil into the utmoſt parts of Egypt z and fo 
Tobias and Sarah very comfortably.cnjoy each other. The Au- Bo 
thor of Vox Cleri hath a peculiar Croichet of his own, of rcad- [ 
ing 
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of the Liturgy and Ceremonies. 


ing ſome Portions out PR Beouxi in the Church, for the 
further enlightning our nderſtanding. And why not the * 
Areadian Prayer in the ſamc Book for the furthering of our Levy. 
tions? To carry on the Humour, we humbly move, that we may 

* be iniructed out of another Royal Paper; That the ſame day, on 
which this Story out of Tobit 1s read to us, the other Leſſon to 
make them both of a piece,may be the late Depoſitions about the pre« 
zended Prince of Wales. g 

The Gloriz * Patri is fometimes (aid, for 

* The frequent Repetirion of this, Inſtance on the firſt day of the Month, tive 


is one of thoſe things which A. B. ,: 
Uſper, Bp. Williams, Prideaux, and —_—_ -w - , end of the PS, _ read for the | 
Brownrig , Dr. Ward, Featly, and YIOFnng->crvice z again, at tne end of the 
Hacket took notice of, and would the Lords Prayer after the Abſolution; a- 
have confider'd, wherher it were hot © gain, at the .end of the 95th Pſal. O come + 
fir ro be amended. See the Copy of 1,4 ,,; Sing, &c. again, at the end of the By | 


Ne RroTnB Bead oe dies again} ut tie end. of Band 


ſiderations on the Common-Prayer and again, in the Litany z that is ten times | 
Book, p.7. in the ordinary Morning-Service. J 


; | «+ The Lords Prayer is ſaid once at the end © 
of the Abſolution ; again, after the Apoſiles Creed; again, in | 
the Litany 3 and again, in the beginning of the Communion- 
Service; and again, in the ſecond part of the Communion-Ser- I, 
vice; and again, in the Pulpit before Sermon ; fo that *tis re- | 
peated hve times every Sunday Morning conſtantly , and tix if * 
there be a Communion. 

Not to ſpeak of the Kyrie Eleeſons, nor of all the Congregati- Y- 
ons, even Women too, ſaying after the Miniſter with a loud Voice, } 
nor of their alternate reading” the Verſes of the Pſalms , for ? 
which later, we don't find any Rubrick; all which ſeem to 1nake 
ſuch a confuſed Babling , that we can hardly reconcile it to the 
Apoſtles Diſcouſe in the tirtt Epiltle to Corinth. and 14th Chapter; 
and make a Man think. he were in Dover-Coxrt , tather than a 
Chriſtian Aſſembly. ; 

Good: Lord deliver us , is repeated cight times in the Litany; 
and Ie beſeech thee to hear us good Lord, no leſs than two and 
twenty timesin the ſame. 

We can't but on this Occaſion ſometimes refle& on that wile 
Doctor at Oxford, who when he met with a little good' way, 
was wont after he had once travel d over it, to turn about his 
Horſe, and fay, *Jis [o good, let's go this over again. Fa 

is 


A 
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Of the Liturgy and Ceremonies. 


This hath a ſemblance of thoſe vain Repetitions forbidden 


q by our Saviour; and when we reproach the Fanaticks for their 
J Tautologies in Prayer, they immediately flap us in the mouth 
with this ; and we profeſs ſincerely we are not able to reply up- 


on them. 

Moſt of the Colle; have but one Petition in them, Were ſeve- 
ral of our ſhort Prayers well digeſted into one, we humbly con- 
ccive it would be like the uniting of the little Sparkles of Heaven 
into a conſtellation that renders them the more conſpicuous, And 
were the whole Service fomewhat ſhortned , and fo room left 


J for Free-Prayer, and encouragement given to it, we que- 


ſion not but our Learned Clergy would immediately exceed 
any of the Niſſenters in that way, and greatly cdify us. For 


J not to examine what hath been urged on both fides, we will 
J take the Learned' Dr. Stilling fleet's Opinion for true, © That this 


i was an Inventiap of the Jeſuits : yet we know they are cun- 


I ang Fellows; *tis a very popular thing it takes wonderfully ; 


& fs oft & ab hofte doceri. 


J | We are of that Gentleman's mind, who faid, © There may be charatter of 
' too great a reſtraint put on Men whom God and Nature hath « Trimmer , 


(diſtinguiſhed from theix Fellow-labourers, by bleffing them 
'with a happier Talent ; and by giving them not only good 


J Senſe, bur a-powerful Utterance too,, hath enabled them to church, p 20. 
J *guſh out on the Attentive Auditory with a mighty ſtream of 


*devout and unaffected Eloquence ; when a Man qualified, cn- 
*dued with Learning too, and above that, adorn'd with a 


J © good Life, breaks out into a wartn and well-deliver'd Prayer 


J © before his Sermon, it hath the appearance of a Divine Rap- 
J ture, he raiſcth and leadeth the hearts of the Aſſembly in ano- - 


'thex mariner than the moſt compoſed or beſt {ſtudied form of 
' ſt words can ever do; and the Pray-wees would look like 
'{o many. Stataes, or Men of Straw, in the Pulpit, com- 
' par'd with thoſe who ſpeak with fuch a powerful Zeal, that 
' men are tempted at the moment to believe Heaven it ſelf hath, 
'dire&ed their words to them. | 

Herein we conteſs we don't expe the concurrence of the Au- 
ther of Vox Cleri, who hath an aking Tooth at Lectures and Ser- 
mons too, as well as, no doubt, a mighty ſplcen at this Free- 
prayer, and would have all the publick Miniſtrations to conſiſt 
ngcading Liturgics and Homilies ; And then if God Almighty 
ail; q B 2 would 


— . 
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See the Rubric Spheres. When the Leſſons are read, the Curate is order'd ſo to ſtand 
about reading and turn himſelf, as he may be beſt heard of all ſuch as are preſent. - 
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Of the Liturgy and Ceremonies. 


would but ſend'a man a good pair of Eyes, or in caſe he don't 
do that, a Feſcue, and a pair of Speftacles, he might e'cn keep tne 
Gifts of bis Spirit to himſelf, for any nced that a Clergy-man may 
have of them, 

We could wiſh for the {:ke of the Greck, Churches, tht the 
{cvere Clauſes in the Athanaſian Creed were expunged ; tor tho 
we believe all the Articles of Faith contained m it, yet we think 
it no more becomes us to damn Folks in the Church, and at Dj. 
vine Service, than in the Streets, ard in common Diſcourſe, 

We think it very odd, that Te Deum, Benedicite, the Pſalms in | 
Proſe, and the Three Creeds, ſhould be appointed to be SUNG 
or ſaid. The Leſſons in the Old Common Prayer-Book were 
order'd to be Sung in a plain Tune, That is retorm'd, and they 
are now appvinted to be read diſtinly with an audible voice. And 
is there not the ſame reaſon for the other two ? Were this cant- 
ing way laid afide, we might then have the Plalms in the New 
Tranſlation ; for tis for the ſake of their being point-4 -to be 
SUNG or faid, that though in ſome places it be corrupt, and in * 
others hath ſeveral Verſes that are not in the Original, but the 
Septiagint only, the old one is ſtill retained. | 

We have known ſome Men that have riſen from the Dunghil to 
a great fortune; who have hang up their Leathern«Breeches as a 
Monument 'of their former low Circumſtances; but not that 
thcy uſed to ſanter and trzdg up and downin them as Ornaments, + 
when they had a Pair of freſh Sik ones lying by them. | 

We could wiſh thoſe two Rubricks in the Communion Ser- | 
vice wcre review'd ;. the tirſt of which —_ the Curate to ftand 
at the North-fide of the Table, when he fatth the Colle and the 
Lord's Prayer; and the ſeccond immediately atter dire&s him to 

* turn #0 the People, and rehearſe diſtincily all the Ten Commandments, 
We humbly conceive, did the Curate louk the ſame way when 
he reads the Colle and Lord's Prayer, as he doth when he reads 
the Commandments ; or rather,were both of them read in the Desk | 
where the other Prayers are, eſpecially in great Churches, we { 
might then be able to bear him, which now many times we can't, 
and conſequently are no more editied than by the Meſic of the 


The reaſon is the ſame in both Caſes. This we find reckon'd 
by thoſe great Lights of our Church, fogmerly A 90” 
> the 


Of the Liturgy and Ceremonies. 


the Innovations, the reading fome part of tbe Morning Prayer at the I4. ut ſupr. : 
H., Table when there is no Communion. Nor can we be fatished with Þ: 5+ 


whatis uſually ſaid in defence of this Practice, That *tis to paet 
the people in ming that they hold celebrate the Communion every Sunday, 
In the Name of God, what need is there of fuch dumb ſigns to in- 
firut us in oug Duty, which arc focontrary to Editication, when 
we have ſo many Excellent and Learned Men, whocan and ought 
todo it to much better purpoſe in their frequent, Eloquent and 
Pious Sermons out of the Pulpit ?' Muſt fuch Motions, as well as 
Piliures, be Lay-mens Bnoky ? | 

For our Childrens ſake, we could wiſh that the Order of Confir- 
mation were not made a matter of meer Form and Ceremony z 
that it were carefully look'd to, not only that they be able to /ay, 
the Creed, Lords Prayer, and Ten Commandments, and to arſwer the 
Queſtions in the C#techiſm, but that they underfand them too; to 
this end, that the Reubric, which ſo rarcly well enjoins the Curate 
diligently to catechiſe the younger fort, and then eithcr to ling 
them, or at lealt ſend in Writing. with bis band ſubſcrived thereunto, 
the Names of all ſuch perſons in his Pariſh 4s be ſhall think, 'it to be pre- 
ſented to the Biſhop to be Confirmed, tay be reitiforced and obſcrvcd, 
that ſo thoſe that are notoriouſly ſcandalous, or grolly ignorant 
what their Godfathers and Godmothers promiſed for them in Baptiſm, 
and which now with their own Mouth and Conſent they are openly before 
the Church to r4tifie and confirm, may not be admitted to it, 

Tis certainly no_ fault in our Conttitution, but there is a 
great ane in thoſe who do not act according to it, that ad- 
mit many who have as: little underſtanding of the Baptiſm. 


* Covenant when Hands are laid, as when Water was poured 


upon them. -And we could wiſh ſome of our Spiritual 
Fathers would ſthew us by what warrant thefe words are 
uſed in the Colleafor that Service. On whom , after the 
example of thy holy Aprſtles , we have. now laid our bandf , 
to certifie them by this ſign of thy Fa- 
vour, and Gzacious Goodneſs towards them, 
And that they may be_diligently compared with our Churches 
Definition of a Sacrament. 

We could wilh thoſe pafſages inthe Burial of the Dead were 
review'd, viz. Foraſmuch as it hath pleaſed Almighty God, to take to 
bimſelf the Soul of our dear Hrother bere Departed, &c. \Ve give 
thee hearty «hanks for that it bath pleaſed thee to deliver thir our 

| | Brother 


. 


— 


> —0 > 


Of the Liturgy and C eremonies. 


Brother ont of the miſcries of this finful World. — That we May rol 
in bim. (viz. Chriſt ) as our bope is this oxy Brother doth. We donot 
enquire how. the Clergy can read this over all Dead men that 
are not either Excommunicated, Unbaptized, or have not laid 
violent hands on themſelves. Tho we could wiſh men that are 
ſo charitable to the dead, would be fo to the living tov. But 
we too often accompany the Corps of a drunken, debaucht 
neighbour of ours ; who lived all his days in the habitual Pras 
&ice of many deadly fins, and gave no ſigns of Repentarce 
that we could ever hear of; it may be the fatal arrow ifiruck 
through him while hewas in the very a& of ſome foul fin. The 
Grave cannot ſtrike a colder damp on our bodics, than the 
thoughts of this doth on our Devotions ; and we can no more 
ſay Amen on ſuch occalions, than the dead man himlſclf, on whoſe 
Funeral weattend. *Tis true indeed, we are told that theſe 
words do ſuppole the tri} exerciſe of Diſcipline. But as long as 
we ſeeno ſuch thing, *tis an Hypotheſis that gives us no relief 
at all, | We 

And ſeeing we are fallen on.the Diſcipline of the Church, we 
do moſt humbly and carneſily beſecch our Spiritual Fathers and 
Guides, that they would at laſt try their utmoſt for the ſetting 
of-it up, that we may not be told from year to year, as we are 
in our Aſhwedneſday Service, that there W A S anciently in the 
Church a godly Diſcipline of putting, notorious Sinners to open 
Penance, which we only wiſh were reftored, but confeſs it is 
not. And we think that which our Church hath ſet 'up in the 
room of it, deſerves a. little Conlideration ; viz. the reading 
the general Sentences of God's Curling againſt impenitent 
Sinners, out of Dext. 27. and other places of Scripture, to which 
weareall required to anſwer and ſay Amen, _ 

Now luppeſeany man hath a near relation that isunmerciful, 
a Fornicator, an 'Adulterer, a Covetous perſon, an Idolater, 
Slandercr, Drunkard, or. the Curſe. is pronounced againſt all 
theſe : Or ſuppoſe our King ſhould be guilty of any of theſe 
crimes, as {ome of them were withm the memoty ' of man, 
we ſhould be loth tofay Amen, .or So þ: it, to fach a Curſe, 'We 
have often heard the men of the Scotch Kirk reproach'd ſeverely 
tor the Excoinmunicating bt Kings. A David may take angther 
man's Ewe-Lamb ; and it would be well if a Nathan would 


-bring him to a ſenſe of that horrible fin by a parable, and bya 


parti- 
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particular application of a Thox art the man. Bat for cvery-one 
of us of the Laity to pronounce an Amen to a ſolemn Curſe de- 


nounced againſt all fuch Offenders, and them among, the reſt, - 


thoin the felt-ſame Service we ſtile them oxr moſt Religions and 
Gracious ones, and that in the Church too, don't look like that 
Reverence we have been taught to bear towards Crowned Heads, 
True indeed, the Iſraelites once did pronounce ſeveral of theſe 
Curſeson Mount Ebal, with an Amen, z but this was by virtue of 
an exprefs Command from God z and this: might be ſuitable 
enough to a Legal Spirit, to the rough and ſowre diſpenſation of 
the Law, but not to thequlm, kind, and peaceable Inſtitution of 
the Goſpel, which is ſoft and gentle, as the wings of that Dove 
that lighted on the head of him who was the Author of it: 
Having conſider'd the Liturgy, we procced to take notice of 
thoſe Rites and Ceremonies of our Worſhip , which His Majelty 
hath join'd with it , and concerning which, he ſays, That being things 
in their own nature indifferent, and alterable, and ſo acknowledged, it 
ir but reaſonable, that upon weighty and important Conſiderations, &c, 
Now it being confels'd on all hands, that they.are things al- 
terable and indifferent in their own nature, we are all of us of 
the mind , that many unan{werable Reaſons may. be urg'd for 
their utter removal, and their being, totally laid afide z ſuch as 
ae the dangers and hazards to which they have already expos'd 
cur Church, the fatal Diviſions, the unnatural and implacable 
animolities they have occaſioned, and continue-to toment 3/ the 
obhgations that we lie under from the Commands *and E xam- 
ples of Chrift and his Apoltles, to yield in things of ſo fnall mo- 
ment tothe invincible ſ(cruples, and the earnelt importunitics of 
our weaker Brethren, as well as many others that have been al- 
kdged and inforced by many Learned Pens. We cannottell how 
to excuſe the condu@ ofthoſe perſons, who, notwrthitauding, all 
the reſpe& they owe toa Gracious Prince, their Duties tro God 
ind their ſcrupulous tellow-Chriſtians, will evidently lay open 
both the Church and State toan unavoidable Ruin, rather thin 
depare from the Impotition and Ute of ſuch Rites, no more than 
wecould have jutittied St. Fobn the Baptiſt, if he had fallen a Sa» 
mhce to the fury of H:rod, meerly becauſe he would not adini- 
niſter Baptiſm without his Raiment of Camels harr and his leathern 
Girdle. We cannot-blame the Piety and Wiſdom of our firſt Re- 


formers, who introduced and continued thefe, to: ayoid throwing 
the 
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the Nation, that was then over-run with Superſtition, into great 
and deadly Convullions: but tince thee reatons are nov ceagd, 
and very diſmal inconvenierces do attend their preſent ule, we 
ds think it better to throw them by, than retain thern. : 
It was neceſſary, that when' our Church firlt roſe out of the 
Superſtition, Darkn&fs and Idolatry,in which ſhe had been fo long 
buricd, ſhe ſhould like L:zarus have ſome of. the Grave-cloaths 4- 
bout her, but if out of ſome odd Humour ſhe ſhould reſolve fill 
ty wear them,the would appear not only unlovely,but-ridiculous, 
Bur lett we ſhould fee to puth chis matter too far, we ſhall on- 
ly ay, That it is highly requitite that the uſe of them ſhould be 
left indifferent ; that a tirict Unitormity in theſe Rites is no lon» 
gcr neceſſary, provided there be an Agreement in all the Eſſzy- 
tials of her Doctrine and Worſhip; and there are many Grounds 
that move us to inlitt on this; v2. that they are but trivial 
things, and of no moment "that they neither add any real Dc 
ccncy and Beauty to our Worſhip, nor render it more acceptable 
and pleaſing to God; befides, there are many Perſons in our 
Communion, who are weary of them; and many others 
who frequent our Churches, that do either deſpiſe or ſmile at our 
rigorous inſiſting upon them for as the Letter concerning the 
Convocation well ſays, The number ot thoſe who are addi&ed 


to them , is not very great; and the greateſt part of the Nati 


on, arc ſuch as arenot over-zealous, and tond of them, but might 
by the Method we offer, be more hrmly fhxed to us. There isa 
Body of Men whoare ſtill among us,and attend in our Churche, 
and at our Sacraments, who do think our preſent Contelis about 
theſe matters, to be much like that, which we about London (aw 
managed between the Ladies and the Mbbile about Top-knors ; the 
Rabble deiign'd to force them to lay thematide by Ballads, Pi- 
tures, and inſolent Jeers; but that Scx which uſes to conquer 
by their Charms, got the Victory now by Obltinacy and Relo- 
lucion, and the pour Top-knots have outlived their tury, While 
we {aw no prejudices ariſe tothe Nation, this afforded us a plea- 
ſant diverſion ; but had the diſpute run ſo high as to endanger an 
univerſal Mutiny and Infurrection, we ſhould have commended 


that Sex, if they had prudently thrown them off, and quitted, 


the Ficld, 


{ 
Wedo therefore judge, That ſuch things as theſe ſhould no . 
longer be impoſed as terms of our Communion, and ſuch as will þ; 


not 


| 
| 
| 
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zot ſubmit to them” may be eſteemed as genuine Sons of our 
Church, as thoſe that do ; that this is a Seaſon wherein theſe 
ve TY htter ſhould be allowed as free an accels toour Altars and Fonts 

xtheother; and that it is a condeſcention which we vwe not 
he Jerly. to our Blefſcd Saviour, and thoſe weak Diſciples which he 
ng Fhathſo tender a concern for. but to the Safety and Honour of our 
2+ IChurch, as wellas her preſent Conſtitution. 


i, Of the Canons. 


der the following Heads in His Majeſty's Commitlion, we ſha!l 
% TJ onfine theſe Remarks to a few of *em that cannot be fo cenve- 
ds gently rang'd under choke Particulars. 


al F The firſt Canon enjoins the maintaining the King's Supremacy Can. t. 


- Yorer the Church of E:gland in Cauſes Eccleliaftical, 

le F And asthat Canon declares all Foreign Power ( foraſmuch as 
ur YI tle ſame has no eſtabliſhment by the Law of God ) to be juſtly taken 
15 Jay and aboliſh'd; fo that Doftrine ſhould in all reaſon be dil- 
ur Fown'd and cenſur'd, which fo many Divines of our Church have 
he Y andeavoured to detcnd and propagate in thcir publick Writings, 
&d Ys. * That the Church Univerſal ought to be governed by ho 


ti- Y*Decrees of General Councils; and during the interval of ſuch - 


uit F*Councils, the only way of Concord isto obey the Governipg 
54 F*Part of the Univerſal Church, iz. All the Biſhops in one Re- 
&, F* gent College, governing the whole Chriſtian World, per /i- 
ut Y* teas formatas. Elpecially when, on pretence of the eafier Execu- 
ion of theſe Univerſal Laws, ſong of 'cm have been fo liberal 
b his Holineſs , as toaſſign that Reovince to him of Patriarch of 
he Weſt, and the Centre of Unity to this part of the Catholick 
Church. And how much all the tterceneſs of Archbilhops Lad 
nd Bramball, Dr. Heylin, Biſhops Morley, Gunning. and Sparrow, 
Ir. Saywell, Mr. Dodwell, &c. y_ all Difſenters at home, and 
* Fiteir ſtrange chilneſs to the Reformed Churches abroad, is owing 
va miſerable fondneſs for thj$ Notion, as the hopetul ground 
«fa Reconciliation between the Church of England and the 
Frnch Church that has caſt off the Papal Infallibilicy, it were no 
lificult Task to ſhew, and were worthy the Obſervation of any 
fitorian that would givea true Account of the continuance and 
=creaſe of our deplorable Diviſions. And as we n_ this 
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be yu the conſideration of the greatefi part of **tm will fall un- | 


Of the Canons. 
« Notion the more when we conſider the purpoſes and deſigns fo; 
which tis calculated), fo we have this Argument to urge why jt 
ſhould be diſown'd;' 1iz. Becauſeit plainly ſets up a Foreign ]i. 
riſdiction, againſt which the Nation is ſolemyly ſworn, 

The ſecond Canon cxcommunicates ifſe fatto all Impugners of 
the King's Supremacy. | 

Agiinſt which we think there is nothing can beobjected, but 
the tault commonfo it with the 10 followiag Canons, iz, Ex. 
communicating ipſo fa&o.--— Ot which more under thoſe fol. 
lowing Canons. -2 

Can. 3. Whoſoever ſhall bereafter affirm, That the Chirch of Engs 
' land by Law iftabliſhed undtr the King's Majeſty, is not a tru? and Aye 
ftolical Church, teaching and maintaining the Doctrine of the Apoſtles 
Let him be excommunicated iplo faQto, and not reſtored but only by the 
Archbiſhop, after his Repentance, and puolick, Revocation of ſuch bi 
wicked Error. 

Can. 4. Whyſoever ſhall bereafter affirm, That the Form of Gad'; 
Worſhip in the Church of England eftabliſhed by Law, and contain 
'n the Bookof Common-Prayer and Adminiſtracion of Sacraments, 
is a corrupt, ſuperſtitions, or unlawful Worſhip of God, of contains arg 
thing in it repugnant to the Scriptures; Let him be excommnicate 
iplo facto. | . ky 

Can.'5. ' Whoſoever- ſhall thereafter affirm, That any of the 39 Ar- 
ticles agreed pon by the 'Archbiſhops and Biſhops of, both Provinces, and 
the whole Clergy, in the Convocation holden at London 4 562, &c, are 
71 any part ſuperſtitious or erroneous, or ſuch as he may not with a good 
Conſcience ſubſcribe unto 5 Let him be excommunicate iplo faCto. 


Can.-6. Whoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm, That the Rites and Cere-? 


monies of the Church of England by Law «tabliſh'd. are Wicked, Anti 
chriſtian, or Superſtitzos. 3. or ſuch as being commanded by lawful Aw 
thority, men who are zealouſly and godly affetied, may not with any good 
Conſcience approve *em, uſe *em, or, as occaſion requires, ſubſcribe to 'ent; 
Let him be excommunicate iplo tacto, 

Can. 7. Whrſodever ſhall hereafter affirm, That the Government of the 
Church of England under His Majcſty by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Dean, 
Archdeacons, and the reſt that bear Office in the ſame, is Antichriſtian, 
repugnant to the Word of God 3" Let him be excommunicate, &C. 

.Can. 8. Whoſoever ſhall bereafter affirm or teach, That the form and 
manner of making and conſecrating Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, contains 
any thing in it repugnant to the Word of God ; or that they who ave made 
Biſhops, && Ltt-bim be excommnicate iplo facto. 


Can, Yo Yt 
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the King's A and ſhall ſubmit themſelues to be ruled and govern- 
\r- Y dby them ; Let bim beex:ommunicate iplo tao. 
ind To theſe may be added, 
in: Y Can. 139. Whoſoever ſhall bereafter affirm, That the Sacred Synod 
ood Y ef this Nation, in the Name of Chriſt, and by the King's Authority aſ- 
ſenbled, is not the true Church of England by repreſentation, ; Let bim 
eres * be excommunicate, CC. T's 
uti- } Can. 140. Whoſocver ſhall bereafter affirm, That mo manner of perſon 
Aus Y] titber of the Clergy or Laity, not being themſelves particularly aſſembled 
700d Y inthe ſaid Sacred Synod, are to be ſubjeft to the Deerees thereof, in 
ent; Y Cauſes Eccleſraſtical (made and ratified by the King's Mijefty's Su- 
freme Anthority) as not having given their voices to them ;, Let him be 
* the Y excommuentcate,, CC. 
ans, | Can. 141. Whoſocver ſhall bercafter 4ffirm, That the Sacred Synod 
1, or | <[embled as aforeſaid, was a Company of ſiutch perſons as did conſpire 
togetber againt godly and religions Profeſſors 'of the'Goſpel 5 and that 
and Þ therefore bb They, and their Proceedings tn making of Canons and Con- 
vins | fitutions in Cauſes Eecleſiaftical, by the King's Authority'as aforeſaid, 
wade } Wight to be deſpiſed and contenmed, the ſame being _ by the ſame 
Mn '2 we 


2, | Regal Power ; Let bim be excommunicate, &C. 


Of the Canons. | 
Can. 9. Whoſoever ſhall bereafter ſeparate themſelves from the ®hn- 


Let bim be excommunicate iplo tao, 


Can. 10. Whoſoever ſhall bereafter affirm, That ſuch Miniſters as 
rfuſe*to ſubſcribe to the form and manner of God's WW, orſhipin the Church 
ef England, preſcribed in the Communion-book , may trMly take to *em 
the Name. of another Church not eſtabliſhed by Law, and dare preſume 
to publiſh it, That this their preteuded Church has of long time proan'd 
under the burden of certain grievances impoſed upon it, and pon the 
Members thereof before mentioned, by the Church of England, and the 
Orders and Conflitutions therein by Law eftablihed'; Let him be excom- 
municate ipſo faQto. . | 

Can. 11, Whoſogver ſhall bereafter' affiris or maintain, That there 
aewithin this Realm other Meetings, Aſſemblies, or Congregatims, of 
the King"s barn Subjefs, than ſuch as by the Laws of this Land are held 
ard allowed, which may rightly challenge to themſelves the Name of true 
and lawful Churches ; Let him be excommunicate, &c. 

Can. 12. Whoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm, That *tis lawful! for any 


) fort of Miniſters or Lay-perſons, or either of them, to join together, and | 


make Rules, Orders, or Conſtitutions in Cauſes Eeeleſiaſtical, without 


£0 
& »+4 


munion of Saints, as *tis approved by the Apoſtles Rales in the Church * ©) 
of England, and combine themſelves together in a new Broth#bo2d, 8:5, * — 


— 


. 
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of the Canons. 


We have often heard our Clergy mention among many other 


| Excellencies of our Church, her admirable Charity towards thoſe 


that differ from her z and we have hitherto token it for one 6 
her jutt Characters. For tho thoſe that diſſent from us, woulg], 
frequently objedt the Severity of the Penal Laws, and the rigor 
with which they have ſumetimes been Executed, as if ſuch heavy 
Fines, and long linpriſonments, look'd bur like a cold and trozem 
ſort of Charity, yet we thought it a ſufficient Anſwer, That 
or Church did not Countenance any of theſe Severities by her 


Dedrine. And thercfore, how active ſoever ſome of our tiery 


Zcalots (who were the Tools of another Party ) might be in 


urging the Execution of them, this was their perſonal Fault, and! 


nor jultly imputable to the Church her felf, Tho, by the way,} 
we cannot think it ſo ingenuous in ſome of our Clergy, to throw | 
all the blame cf thoſe ſevere Laws on the Parliament that En- 
ated them, which many of themſclves were but too earneſt and 
importunate Sollicitors of.. But we are extreamly ſurprized to 
rcad the foregoing Canons, and when we hear them pbjected xs 
an Evidenceof the Uncharitableneſs of cur Doftine it (elf; We 
are at a great loſs, what to fay in defence of is; for we plainly 
perceive by them, that the Practice of our moſt violent Bigotsin 
the Execution of the Penal Laws, has been as much more Cha 
ritable than theſe Canons of our Church; as'tis more mercifal 
to ſend the Bodies of Men into the Cuſtody of the Jailor , than 
to conligy their Souls into the Paws of the Devil. Nay, *tis well 
that Writs de Excom. Cap. have not been iſſued out again all 
whom theſe Canons Excommunicate. For if they had, the Whole 
Race of Diſſenters had long ſince been both the Jaylors and 


- the Devils Priſoners3- and we are very much afraid. a great part 


of our own Clergy and Laity muſt have born them Company. | 
So that we can foreſee no better Apology for the Convocation | 
that fram'd theſe Canons, than this, That. they ſeem only to 
have deſigned them for the old ruſty Armor of 'our Church, to be: 
hung up for Terror, rather than to be uied for Execution. For 
it cannot be denied , that how little Charity ſoever thoſe had } 
that made them ; our Biſhops, have generally ſince had more 
Chriſtian Tendernefs, than to Profecuie all in their Court, 
whom theſe Canons make ſo hainous Criminals. And there 
fore, were we of the Laity worthy to offer our humble Advice 
to the preſent Convocation, . we ſhould recommend it to them, 
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Of the Canons. 


as a pi..ce of neceſſary Prudence, as well as Charitr, to Caſhier 
« theſe ill-natur'd Canons: For they do but frighten the lilly 
Difſenters the more from our Communion, and are a ltanding 
Rcproach to our Church het (elf on theſe two Accounts. 
1. Were the Aﬀertions here cenſur.d, never ſo dangerovs 
Herefies, anipſo fatto Excommunication is an unreaſonable thing 
Tis no better than paſſing Sentence on an Offender, before 
* any Attempts are uſed to reclaim him,<which is a,grofs. Abſur- 
dity in Egclefiaftical © aufes, where *tis not\the bare Offence ſub- 
jets Men to that Cenſure of the Church, but Obſiinacy in it. 
For theſe Canons, qui:e contrary to our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
Rule, make a Heathen, ard a Publican of our Brother, before he 
is ever toid of his fault ; they reje& him before he be admoniſh'd. 
Whereas Divine Juſtice it ſelf does not ſubj<& Men to the Sen- 
tence of Condemnation, mecrly for their Sins themſelves, but 
for their Impenitency in them. And ſure the Church ſhould not 
uſe greater Severity z and therefore ſhould not in thoſe Cenſures 
(which Tertullian calls Summum futuri judicii prejudicium) exclude 
Men from her Communion, ſo fa&to, upon their having run in- 
to Errors or Crimes. but upon their perliſting incorrigibly in 
them. - And what Lindwood dbſerves ccncerning (uch Cancns as 
theſe, docs not wholly excuſe them 3 namely, That 2 declaratory 
Sentence of the Judg ir neceſſary, notwithſtanding the ipſo-tacto-Ex- 
communication, to a Mans being avoided, as an Excommunicate Perſon 
by others, For all that this can amount to, is no more than to 
ſay, That tho a Mans Mittimus to the Devil is drawn up by 
theſe Canons, yet his Neighbours are not to take notice 
of it , till it be publiſh'd ; but for all that, the Man is truly 
Excommunicated , and that without any other precedent Ad- 
monition,than what the Canons themſelves give him, which few 
of us cver read or {ce ; No perſonal Admonition being uſed to 
prevent his Excommunication, but on!y to relftore him by Abſo- 
lution. And if. theſe Canons be jult , aj] whom they Excom- 
municate, are bound in Conſcience to forbear the Churches 
Communion ; and therefore we cannot in conliftency with our 
ſelves, invitc theDifſenters into it, unleſs we could eith-r change 
their, Minds, or at leaſt put Cags into their Mouths, But were 
this all the Fault of theſe Canons, the mattes were more tole- 


rable. But 
2, The 
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de Reform, 
Cap. 3. 


Act the Biſhop at dehance, 


New Sacrament 3 what tho they diſpute againit that Paſſage in 


Of the Canons. 


2, The Afertions themſelves 'mention'd in the Canons <p 
by no means deſcrvg ſo heavy a Cenure. 

- For as Excommunication is the highelt Cenſure of the Church 
( which according to the Form us'd in our own , excludes the 
Perſon excommunicated from all Chriſtian Society, and cuts 
him off as a dead Mcmber from the Body of Chriſt) fo it ſhould 
never be ug'd againſt any bur thoſe who are guilty of ſuch peryi. 
cious Errors, or haincus Crimes, as give all imaginable ground 
to believe them in a fate ot damnation. Such as thoſe mentioned 
ICore6,9,10, Gal.5 19,20. 2 Tim. 3+ 2, 3, ®c. For otherwiſe we 
might/{hut thoſe out of our Communion, whom our bl. ſed $;. 
viour receives into his 3 and darigerouſly cut off the living iutead 
of the dead Members of his Myiti-al Body. Belides, Nothing will 
ſooner bring that ſacred part ot th: Church's Diſcipline int9 


' contempt, than tie uſing it 21 flight and frivolous Occalions ; as 


we ſhall further (hew afterwards, when we come to {peak of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Courts. *T'was a grave and wiſe Caution of the Coun- 
cil of Trent, though they had not the grace to follow it themſelves, 
That though the Sword of Excommunication be the very ſinews 
of Eccleſialtical Diſcipline, and very wholſom to keep the People 
in obedience, yet it (ſhould be warily us'd. leſt if it be drawn out 
raſhly on every ſlight cauſe, the People ſhould rather deipiſe than 
dread it. For if Clcrgy-men will ſo far trifle with thoſc ſolemu 
Cenſures, as to thunder out Excommunications againſt all that 
Keep Eaſter the wrong day, or maintain Antipodes, Or wear Beard; 
of a wrong cut, &c, as {ome Wiſe and Learned Popes have for- 
merly done; *Tis no wonder if Men cometo look upon them as 
Ecclclialtical Scarccrows z and-provided they can ſcape the Jaylor, 

And _—_ the Aﬀertions cenſur'd 
in theſe Canons be not altogether tuch I rifles, yet they are ſome of 
themthings tgo dubious to Men ot mean Capacities,that havea ta- 
tal biaſs'ot an unhappy Education clapt on their Underſtanding; 
and of too ſmall cantequence to bear the wcight of fo heavy a 
dooms' For what tho the Diſſenters ſhould arraign the Oflic-. of 
Burial read over the Graves ot all the notorious Villains chat have 
the good fortune to c{cape, or buy off an Excommunication ; or 
cenſure the uſe of our God-taciiers as exclutive of the Parents 
publick undertaking for the religious Education of his own Child? 
What though they fooliihly mitiake the Sign ot the Croſs tor a 
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Of. the Canons. 


the Book of Ordination, that aſſerts the divine right of three di- 
tin Offices, Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons ? What tho they be more 
peeviſh and untoward.and cenſure the very Ofhce of our Biſhops, 
as they are by the late Alterations in the Book of Ordination, 
made the ſole Paſtors of all the Churches in their (everal Dioceles, 
Nay, what though they affirm their own Congregations to be 
tree and lawful Churches : ſhall we on the ſcore ot their declaring 
their miſtaken Opinion in any one of theſe diſputable matters, 
treat them as if they had denied all the Articles of the Apolile's 
Creed, or broken all the Ten Cmmandments ? Nor are the Difſen- 
ters the only Perſons concern'd in theſe Canons. There are few 
of our Latitudinarian Clergy (as ſome arc plecas'd to call all that 
have not as narrow. Souls as their own) but will freely in their 
Diſcourſes cenſure {ome things in the Government of our Church, 
particularly the Lay-chancellors Power of decreeing Excommus- 
nications. And all theſe muſt expect no quatter from the 7th Ca- 
non. So that theſe Canons will quickly rctrench the corpulency 
of our Church, and reduce it to the (mall number of Bigots, whe 
it ſeems are not ſo ridiculous as they ſeem'd tocbe, in monopoli- 
zing the Character of her Trae Sons to themſclves. And yeteven 
of the Bigots there are ſo many that frequently arraign ſome of 
our Articles in the Pulpit it (elt (particularly the .17th, about che 
Doctrine of Ele&tion) that we {ce not how they will cfcape the 
5th Canon. And'if we were not atraid of bcing ſent to the 
Devil for company, by virtue of the 139. Can. we would make 
bold to queltion the Convocations being the Church of England hy 


Repreſentatio), *Tis ſtrange how they ſhou'd Repreſenc us of the See the Pref, 


Laity, who never Choſe or Deputcd *em. "Tis much (iranger 
how- they ſhou'd Repreſent the -K., and Parliament ; (who [ 
hope are a very Fxccllent part of our Church) tor if they do, 
we fſce not what occaſion there can be to interpole their 
Authority anew to give force to their Canons, They canat 
the moſt, only Repreſent the Clergy of our Church, and arc 
indced zo more than the King's 'and Parliament's Eccleſialtical 
Council, to adviic *em what Laws relating fo the Church, they 
lhall enact by thcir Authority circa. Sacra. For all their Canons 
wou'd never bind oyz Coulciences as the Laws ct the Church, 
if the Civil Authority made *em not the Laws of the Land, 
To ſum up. this Head 3- Why ſhould we think cur Convocation 
lo infallible, and the Conſtitutions of cur Church fo ablolutcly 

P perlee. 


16 Of Corruptions in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts. 


perfe&, that a man cannot find the leaſt fault with any one of 

W them under a leſs penalty, than being cut off as a dead member 
from the Body of Chriſt? This is as incxculeble a rigor, as if 

| our Parliament ſhould make it no leſs than Baniſhment for any 

F Subject to diſpute the Equity of the-leaſt Clauſe in the whole 

f Pook of Statutes : *othat if the Convocation think ht to keep 

$ 
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locks on the Tongues of the People, to prevent their running 
into the Devils Clutches, by prating too frecly againtt the Or- 
; ders of our Church. And perhaps it was the ſagacious fore- 
, ſGght of ſuch Complaints as theſe, made that wzſe Convccati- 
on by way of prevention, excommunicate among, the relt, all 
; that ſhould aftirm *em to be, A Company of mn that conſpired 
againſt godly and religious Profeſſors of the G1ſpel 3 or aſſert, That 
; their Canons ſhould þe deſpiſed or rejected: Only they were care- 
O tul co twiſt in the Kings Authority with their own, that he who 
| lighted the Convocation, might be thought to trample on the 
| Crown. 4 
| Of Corruptions in the Eccleſiaſtical 
| Courts. 

' 


ND here we do moſt humbly defire that the Reverend 

Guides of our Church will, patiently hear us ; and. eſpe- 

cially thoſe of that Venerable and truly Apoſtolical Order ; and if 

any expreſſions ſhould drop from us that may ſe@n inconſiltent 

with that filial duty we owe to 'em, we deiirc it may be impu- 

ted to our grcat zcal for 'em;z and we ſhall as ſubmiſſively fall 

| on our Knces to beg their Pardon, as we would do on any other 

occaſign to implure their Blefing. Many of the old Corruptions 

\- C faith one of owr Reverend Fathers in God ) do yet remain among 

Dr. Burnet * ws inpratlice, and the adminiſtration of the Eccleſiaſtical Authority is 

any. rhe" 4 liable to great Obj-dions. I will not run ont in farther particulars, for 

of Commons, ?? will be eafie to find them; ananf you once ſet ab:ut it, you will ſoon 
Jan. 31. p. 33. ſee what work is before you. * 

| We ihall contine our Diſcourſe chiefly to the high and dread- 

ful Sentence of Excommn ;ication, for (© it is in its tclf, and was 

always lo eliezm<cd by devout Souls, till the great and fſcanda- 

lous 


_———— w——_— - 


- 


up theſe Canons frill, it were very great Chanity to clap Pad- * 
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of Corruptions in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 


lous Abuſes and Corruptions of it in theſe lacter days hath made 
it contemptible to that degree, that (inners do no more valus i 
than men do the threatning predictions of a common Almunus!: 
maker concerning Thunder and Lightning. We bave many 
things here to oftcr, under theſe following Heads, 

1. The Perſons that manage it. 

2. The Cauſes for which it is inflicted, 

2. The manner of xrocceding in our Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 

4. The-things that enſue on the {entence of Excom:munication. 

1, The Perſons that manage it, And into whoſe hai:ds would 
2 man rationally expe the Keys ſbould be put, but theirs to 
whom Chritt and his Apoſiles have given them, and where the 


» 


Jfcimitive Church left them? Who ſhould judy Spiritual . 
Yiktters, but Spiritual Men Who ſhould correct the children, 


hut their Fathers 3 and diſcipline Souls, but they that have the 
Care of them , and watch over them, as thoſe that muſt give 
n account ? They that ſo julily claim the Power of Ordinati- * 


n, why {hould they not have that of Excommunication ; 
ud deliver up t0 Satan, as well as give the Holy Ghoſt ? What is 
ithat can reaſonably be ſuppoſed ro hinder our Reverend Bi- 
hops from minding, (o great and neceffary a part ot their Of- 
ke? Is it their-great diligence in Preaching ? is truc, this 


urChurch doth ſirictly tie them unto, The * Epi- 
&, or that ® which is appointed for it, and the 
| Yooſpel read at their Conſecration, puts them in 
ind of it : Nay they formally promiſe it : For 
xleare Two of the Queſtions propounded to them 


{the Arch-Biſhop,,—— * Are you determined out of 


[ 

» Hi Hily Scriptures, to inftrutt the people comn.itted to your 
| Wh? —— Fill you then faithfully cx.rfiſe your Julf 
3 Wile ſame Hbly Scriptures, and call up” God by Pray- 
fr the true underſtanding if - the ſame, ſo as ye may be 
7 le by them to teach and exbort by mwholifume Dccirine, 
r « to withſtand and convincethe gainſayers ? To which 

, Biſhop anſwers , *I am ſo determined by Goas 

! mee ? and, I will fo do by the.b, Ip of God. And the 

ntice of ſome of our Reverend Fathers, does 


7 2 ww % 


- 


* 1 Tim. 3. apt to teal 

b Atts 20. 17. have 
taught you publickly,and from 
konſe to houſe ; take heed 
therefore to your ſelves, and 
to all the flock over which the 
H. Ghoſt hath mad: you over 


ſeers, to fecd the church of 


Goa, &c. 

©St. John 21. Jeſu: 1th 
to Peter, loveſt thou me mere 
than theſe ? = Fee my lambs. 
== Focd ny ſl T7; C<. At, 
23. 18, Go aid teach all ug 
on:, &C. 

« See the form of the 
Conſecration of Biſ} »ps. 


© See to the ſame pur- 


, the Colle&t immediately following Yeni creator ſpiritns ; and the Chun: of the 
Biſhop to the Biſhop, when he delivers him the Bible ;, and rhe tirit of the three 
ayers ſaid tor the latt Collect es —WY0 y before the Benediction. 
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Tee the firſt 
Colle& in the 
Conſecration 
of Biſhops. 
See theColle& 
in the Conſe- 


» crat. ſaid next 


afreſthe Lita- 
ny. 
See theColle&t 


after VeniCrea- 
roar. 


Conſiderat.for 
the better F- 
ftabliſh. of the 
Ch. of Engl. p. 
16. 


His Life, pgz. 


. Of Corraptions in the Eccleſiaſtical Court, 


convincingly ſhew they are no ſtrangers t9 Gods grace or bp, In 
this particular. But will diligence in one duty, excuſe the 
negle& of another? Doth not our Church pray Almighty Gog 
to give to all Biſhops the Paſtws of his Church, that they may 
duly adminiſter godly Diſcipline, as well as diligently preach the WWord? 
and, That they may faithfully ſerve Almighty God in this Of. 
tice, to the glory of his name, and the edifying and well- governing 
of -his Church. And further, That they ray be not only ever- 
more ready to fpread abroad the Goſpel, but alſo uſe tbe Amthority gi 
ven them, not to deſtruftion, but to ſalvation 2 
And doth not the Biſhop ſolemnly promiſe to corre? and py- 
niſh according to ſuch Authority as be hath by Gods Word, as well as 
to ſuch as ſhall be conmitted to him by the Ordinance of this Realm ? 
And the Archbiſhop charges him, when he delivers him the 
Bible, not only to take heed to Doftrine, but how he miniſter; 
Diſcipline too. . | 
We car'tthink,* after all this, that they do voluntarily negle& ? 
ſo eſſential a Branch of their Epiſcopal Office, as Governing 
the Church, - Ruling and Diſcipline is theix Duty according to | 
Gods Word; and if any Ordinance of this Realm hinder them from 
the diſcharge of a Duty Gods Word hath laid on them, we think, 
if they ſhould patientiy bear it, they would give but a fad Ac- 
count in thatday,when the Great Biſhop ſhall appear, when Pxlton's 
or Keebl:'s Statutes are none of thoſe Books that ſhall then be open'd, 
 Weare ſure, that this Work is a thing of the higheſt Truſ 
and Authority, and wherein the greateſt skill and tenderneſs is 
Tcquitite ; and therefore we think it ſhould be perſonally diſchar- 
, and can't lawſully be dcputed to another. For, as the 
Ar Bacon hath obſerved, we ſer in.2!l Laws in the world, Offices if 


. Confidence and Skill camot be put 7, or exerciſed by Depmy, excett it 


be eſpecially contained in tht Origi::al Grant , never di4 any Chanedlr of 
England, or Z#1g in any Court, make a Deputy. — Surely ab initio 
non fuit ita 3 but 'tis probable that Biſhsps, when they gave iherr(clve 
too much t9 the Glory of the World, ana became Grandees in K+1gdoms, 
and Great Cyuncellors to Princes, then did they deleagu? their proper Ji 
riſdition, as things of t09 inferior a Natnire for their Greatneſs, and thn 
after the Similitude and Imitation of Kirgs ana Counts F alatine, thy 
would have their Chancellors and Judges. 

© Tis,” fzith Biſhop Bedel in his Defence, one of the moli 
* ſential parts of a Bilhop's Duty, to govern his Flock, anc 
<2 ebo Qoiritnal Cenſures on obſtinate Offenders. 


—— 


Of Corruptions in the Eccleſiaſtical Court. 
© Biſhop can no more delegate this Power to a Lay-man, than 


the can delegate a Power to Baptiſe or Ordain, fince Ex- 
* communication and other Cenfures are a ſuſpendi»g the 


* Rights of Baptiſm and Ordects ; and therefore the judging of. 


* thele things can belong only to him that had the Power to 
* pive them z and thedelegating that Power is a thing null 
© of it {c!t It was ever looked on as a neceſſary part of the 
* Biſhop's Duty. 75 Ex:mine and Cenſure the Scandals of 
* his Clergy a1ic: | aity, in Ancient and Modern Times. And 
much mor. it:ay bc found to the ſame purpole in 1+ Life, 

But it this Sacs 4 Work muit be put off to othcrs, were 
it committed to the hands of any of our Clergy , though 
never ſo mean, we could bear it , out of that profound Re- 
verence we have for thcir Gown and Character, as we d'oft 
our Hats in a mean Countrey-Church, that looks little better 
than a Pigeon-houſe, as wcll as in a Cathedral, for the fake 
of that GO D to whom the One is Conſccrated as well as 
the other. But we have hardly any patience left us, when 
we conſider, That the Cl:rgy both Superiour arid Inferiour, 
ſtand for Cyphers, and the whole Power of Excommuni- 
cation is lodged in Lay-meiis hands 3 for ſuch are their Chan- 
eellers, Officials, Commiſſ,ries, &c. *Tis a greater piece of $4- 
crilege for theſe Thicves to ſteal and run away with the Keys 
of the Church, than for any to carry ' off the Communion- 
Plate ; Godly Diſcipline being a much richer Treaſure than 
2 Golden Chalic:,* We jutily deride the Presbyteri:ns, for 
their compound Afﬀemblies,where the Minitter and the Lay: Elder 
lit Cheek by Joul, intermingled , like a Man and a:Woman 
at a Dutch Feaſt : But that Hv»tch-potch- Miſcellany is more tole- 
rable than this Conſtitntion of Ours, whereby the whole 
Clergy being excluded, the Ly-Chancellor alone fits to remit ſins, 
or retain them; Men that we arc ſure have no Commiſſion 
from the Bleſſed Jeſus, or his Holy Apoſtles, and have no 
Power to dcliver any Souls up to Satan, unleſs it be their 
own. 'Tis trae indeed, They have a Patent for it, and 
that ſometimes given to gratihe a Friend , ſometimes perhaps 
purchaſcd- with a round Sum of Money , whereby the pre- 


ſent Biſhops paſs away this their Power from Themſelves and 


their Succeſſots too, and ſo they\/are rendred uncapable of 


correQing their Extravagancies and Corruptions, even though 
they are committed in their Names, and by-virtue of an Autho- 
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Biſhop BedePs s b : 

Lifeby Dofor of Biſhop Bedel : He (aw, and his Soul was grieved at, the barc- 

" P- 88, faced Extortions, and Briberics, and Commutations of Penang, 
9. 


P. 102, 


Of Corruptions in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 


rity derived from them 3 whereupon our Revercnd Fathers 
bear the blame, and theſe Varlets reap the advantape of their 
unjuſt Preceedings. Nay, to that degree of infolence do they 
proceed, as ſomictinics to hector them if they offer but to inter. 


poſe to ttop or to redtify any of their Illegal and Oppretſive As, 


Of this we have an inſtance given us by the Author of the Naked 
Truth; I don't mean the bluftring * Hickeringill, but, 'as is com- 
monly bcli-ved, a grave and excellent Prclate of our Church, 
«I remember ( faith he ) when the Biſhop of WPel's hearing 
« of a Cauſe corruptly managed, and coming, into the Court 
«to rectitie ic, the Chancellor , Dr. Duke, fairly and man- 
© nerly bid him be) gone, for he had no Power there to a& 
< any thing z and” therewithal pulls out his Patent, ſealed by 
« the Biſhop's Predccefſor, which, like Perſeus's Shicld with the 
&* Gorgon's Head, fiighted the poor Biſhop out of the Court, 
Auother remarkable: Story of this nature we have in the Life 


and Vexatious Suits, &:. in the Chancellor, that had bought 
his Place from his Predeceſſor ; and the proſtitution of Excome 
munications in a {ordid and baſe manner. To correct theſe aby- 


| ſes, he goes, and with a competent number of his Clergy ſits 


and hears Cauſes, and gives Sentence. But his Lay-Chancelyy 


brought a Suit againſt him in Chancery for invading his Office ; 


and tho the othcr Biſhops ſtood by him, ſaying, They were but half 
Biſhops, till they recover'd their Authority out of the bands of their Chan- 
celloys ; and though his Chancellor's Patent were a formleſs Chaqs 
of+ Authority conferr'd on him againſt all reaſon and equity, wherein was 
falſe Latin, nonſenſe, injuſtice, prejudice to the Chapter, contrariety to 
it ſelf and the King s Grant to the Biſhop, and the Seal hanging to it 
none of the Biſhop his Predeceſſor's Seal ; yet the Chancellor's Right 
was Confhirm'd ; and there was given him an Hundred Pound 
colts of the Riſhop ; and great endeavours were uled to poſſeſs 
Archbiſhop Vher himſclf againſt him, which went fo far as to 


«procure an Inhibition and Citation againſt him out of his Court, 


All his Brethren forfook him, even the Primate himſelf, though 
the laii chat did ſo , yet at Ieneth Almighty God fo remarkably 
proſper'd the zeal of this ioly Man, that he was conniv'd at, and 
held on wwlifiurb'd i» perſonally attending his Epiſcopal Court 
God give to out Engl.ſh E.thops the like Courage and Succeſs. 

Thus the Rooky give check to the King, and the Lay-chancel- 


I. 


=» 


| 
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lor in the Court proves too hard for the Biſhop, as the Der'il in 
the Sign of a Tavern doth for the Saint, Dunſtan we mean. 

But as though this were not enough, mattcrs are yet a great 
deal worſe. For not only doth an Appcal lie to the Cexert of De- 
lgates, of which we ball ſay nothing , becauſe 'tis his Maje- 
y'sz But there is alſo the Archbiſhop's Cort of * Arches, where 
any Eccleſiaſtical Suits berween any Perſons within the Province 
of Canterhury, except ſome peculiar F Juriſdictions belonging to 
the King's Majeſty, may, wavivrg all Inferioc Courts, be decided, 
The Othcial may take cognizance of all Ecclctialtical Cauſes what- 
ſoever, not only at the inſtance of Partics, but alſo of his mere 
Office, or when they are promoted ; as allo all manner of Ap- 
peals (except as before excepted) from any B:ſhups, Deans and 


| Chapters, &c. Arch-deacons, their Officia's and Cemmiſſaries, 


or other Eccleſiaſtical Judges whatſocver; *%s alſo all Commiſia- 


I ries of the Archbiſhop of CanterbÞry, whether, particular or ſpc- 


I Aſcſſors, hears'and determins all Cauſes, without any Jury of £5», part 


] 


cal, within all or any Dioceſe of his Province. 

This Court is kept in the Archbiſhop's nimac by his Oicial, who 
the Judge cf it,called alſo Dean of the Arches, a pert.&t Lay-man, 
uſually a Knight, and Doctor of Laws. But he bcing for the moſt 
part abſent, ſabſiitutes a Surrogate in his place (who is the Arch- 
biſhop's Man's man) viz. the Dean of theDeanry of the Arches, 

And there doth this Judge Perkin fit in Rate. and according to 
the old Mamnpſimes of the Pope's Canon-Law alone, without any 


12 men, as is neceflary in Common Law-Courts ; and preſumes 
to ſentence not only us Lay-men, but the Clergy-men alſo, and 
even Biſhops tHemſclves, tor any Delinquency. 

And as the Official treats our Superiois in the Arches, ſo doth 
the Lay-chanccllIor handle us, and the Inferior Clergy in tic Bi- 
hop's Court, hcld in the Cathedral of his Dioceſe. Only when 
any do not appcar,b:ivg, legally cited.and propounded contuma»- 
cious, and decreed excommunicate, then the Plaintiffs Proctor 


offers a Schedule of Excommunication to the Judge, who reads H. Conſcr. 
J it if be be ingþ.ly Orders (for you muſt know a ſpecial care muſt Practice of 
be taken of that) and if not, then it is given to one who is in nas” 5 


Holy Orders, who is conltituted to this purpoſe by the Judpc. 
God God ! faiththe forementioned Author of Naked Truth,what . 
borrid abuſe is tbis of the Divine Authority ! This notorious Tranſor. 


u excuſed.as they think, by this that a Miniſtey cal 'dtheBiſhop's Surrog.:te | 


- + 


bs is indeed the Chancellor s Servant, chyſen, called and placed there |) 
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him to be his Cryer in the Court, ( 0 better) when he hath examin'd, 
heard, and ſunt we'd th: Cauſe, then the Min:ſter, forſooth, pronouno; 
the ſentence. . 1hen the Judges Seal being clapt to them, away 
the Letters of Excomn.unication are policd to the Rector, Vi. 
car, or Curate of the Ferith;-with Orders to fublith the ſame 
in time of Divine Scrvice on fome Sunday, or Holy-day; al. 
ways provided thele Litters ot, Excommunication be deliver 
to the Rector. &#c. at lealt that ſ.me day on which they are to 
Le read before Morniug or Evening Prayers, that they may he 
* H. Corſet, fureto have timely notice cf it. faith our * Author z which they 


' Praftice of are topubliſh without delay, unleſs they are willing to undergo 


Eccl. Courts, | the Fate of the Miller's Man, who was havg d for his Maiter 
Þ\IS: for if they negle& fo to do, they are to be puniſht by 
Suſpenſion from their Othce, For-unleſs at his own perll, } 
the Pariſh Miniſter muſt no more examine the equity and |! 
juſtice of the Sentence, than a Hang-man dares, but mult do | 
his Office, though to the belt liver i his Pariih, be the Cauſe 
what it will, how unjult ſoever the Sentence is, or how ille. 
pally ſoever obtain'd. He mult give hire when the word of | 
Command is given; though he, good man! know nothing of 
the matter, yet denounce the Ecommunication he muſt, and 
\a ve the reſt of the People warning, that they avoid the com- 
'*—pany of ſuch a one ; juſt as the two nimble Iron Sparks on the 
outlide of St. Dwz:/tan's Church , when moved by the Wire 
within, briskly turn about, and give a Thump on, the Bell, 
that all may know what quarter of the hour it is, . 


2, But to proceed from Perſons to things. This we fup- 
poſe no ſober man will deny , that Excommunication being 
a puniſhment of an immediate Divine Original, men ſhould ? 
have a Divine Warrant in what caſes to inflict it. And being } 
fo ſevere a Puniſhment, no leſs than cutting off trom the Body * 
of Chriſt, and ſhutting out of the Kingdom of Heaven, as well | 


q 


as the Society of Chriliians on Eawth , it ſhould not be infli- 
&ed but for thoſe black Crimes, and dcadly Sins, and thoſe ? 
 obltinately perliſted in too, for which the Holy Jeſus hath de- 
clared, that men do deſerve that amputation and excluficn | 
from Heavcn, that ſp what is bound here below, may bc bound | 
above. And this bcing the Church's cxpultive faculty for the 
caſting out of noxious, Hum«1s, her weapon tor the cutting off 
rotten end ſcandalous Members, ſhould be ufcd to that end only, 


as we find in the New Teſtament, and many Centurics aftcr it 
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was, in the caſe of Hereſy or deteſtable Enormities, accompa- 
nied with Contumacy. Now ſuch Sinners ſwarm among us3 
» | we have ſuch crowds of Adulterers, Drunkards , Swearers, 
ay I Blaſphemers, &c. that ſome _of the Sons of our Church fay, 
i- } by way of excuſe for the neglc<t of Diſcipline, it would not be . 
ie prudent, or ſafe, to attack them. How few of theſe do our 
|. Þ Edlefiaſtical Comrts take anaice If In David"s time the Sparrows 
d I were allowed a place near God's Altar ; in our days whole herds 
'o Þ of Swine have the ſame privilege, and no one will, or dare _to 
x Þ drive them out, But if a man trip in a Ceremony, if an honeſt, 
y Þ but imple Difſenter, will not come to the Sacrament, becauſe 
o I though weakly, yet it may be conſcienciouſly , he ſcruples 
: I Knecling,or will not trhough obſtinacy pray the Parſon his Dues, 
y Þ or if the Governors of the State have a Political Deſign to carry 


|, F on, out comes the ſacred two-edged Sword immediately, and 
| J they are cut off by dozcnia>s We might refer the Reader to 
0 Þ Dr. Pinfold as to this Point, who a very few years ago ſweetly 
e I feather'd his Neſt by this means, as thoſe barbarous Wretches 
» JF io ſome places that live by the Sea-fide, rejoice at the Gght of 
f I a Storm, and enrich themſclves with the Wrecks of thoſe that 


are unfortunately caſt away. We our ſelves have known a 
Miniſter of our Church ſuſpended f)r not burying a Corple 
in his Surplice, when the Surrogate bid him do it at the Grave : 
: F and a well-meaning, but ſtubborn Fanatick , ſent to the Devil 
; J i an Eafter Offering, b=caufe he would not give his Parſdn one 
, FJ of two pence halt-penny, ard the obltinate fool lay by it on a 
Capias in the Jayl f.r ſeveral years, | 

But it were well, if the Eccleſiaſtical Courts did let fly only 
 F 0n theſe Occaſions. For the n:gle& of a Religious Ceremony, 
| F may by fine be called a mortal Sin, and not paying the Mi- 
| F nifters dues, is a Fundamentol Point, and a piece of Sacrilege. 


” 2 =_ 


But the Mitter doth not ſtop here. The Spiritu:1 Courts 
have got to themſelves the Cognizance of a multitude of Tem- 
poral Cauſes, viz. all Tcſtamcntary Matters, Matrimonial gee cots A- 
Cauſes. (and theſe are nuim:rous, fir the Suhjedt is Fruitful ) pology , p. 
Jatitauzon of Matrimony, Divorces, Baſtatdy, &c. Defamati- 18, 19+ 
ons, Violence to a Clergy-man, Rights of Patron ge, Double | 
Snzreler, Wages for a Cuzate or Clerk, Interett and Title to 1 \'4 
Benefice, Maintenance in it, ſuch as Tithcs of a!l kinds, Oblati- 
ons , Obventions , Penitions , Mortuarics , Church-yard , &c. 
The Dues of a Pariſhiouer to the Church, as-to Reparations, 


Seats, Bells, buying of Books; Ueni's, or other Octruments, 
: LISTS 
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24 Of Corruptions in the Eccleſiaſtical Counts, 
Not building a Church enjoined by a Teſftator., not kee 
ivg a Church in a comely ſort ; or when a Church-Warden' 
refuſes to yicld an Account of the Church-Stock, violating 4 
Sequeliration for Tithes not paid, hindering to gather or carry 
Tithes, Money promiſed tor redeeming corporal Penance, aud 
detained ; Fighting or Brawling in a Church-yard, (I ſup- 
poſe, leaſt the Dead ſhould be dittarbed, and hindzred of their ; 
relt), And then all Duties arifing at tirſt, on the Exerciſe of / 
Voluntary Juriſdiction, and yet by denial made Litigious z ſuch 
be real Compoſitions ſought by ſome” Party to be Diſannulled, 
Procurations , Penſions , Synodals, Pcntecoftals, Indempunities, 
Fees for Probates, &c. Or (which they to be ſure will not for- 
get, and therefore neither will we Fees growing due, only up- 
on Exerciſc of Litigiqs Juriſdiction, and theſe cither due to the 
Fulg himſelf, as Fees of Citation , Fees of Sentences, &«. or 
due to other Attendants in the Court, as Fees of Advocates, 
Proctors, Regiſters, Apparitors, &c. Lord! what a bleſſed Re- 
giment of Cauſes is here, like that of the Black-guard, for Spi- 
ritual Courts! Well, but tho moſt of theſe one would think 
were Civil Cauſes, and fit therefore for Civil Courts ; yet let | 
them come before the Spiritual Ones, it they pleaſe, as long as 
a Lay-man is the Judg of them, All that'we fiand on, is this, 
they Summon People to Anſwer in all theſe Caſes, and make 
Decrecs ; and if any one do not Appear,or do not Obcy their De- 
crees, or not Anſwer thcir Interrogatories, they are judged Con- 
tunacious to #he Church, and then there's Death in the Pot, and 
they have no other way to Puniſh, but by Excommunication. So 
that an honeſt Man is frequently Smitten with the Churches 
Thunder, for matters of mecr civil Right, or trivial Occaſions, 
or it inay be through the Tricks and Quirks of inferior Othcers, 
or ſometimes through the Ignorgnce of a blundering Surrogate, 
for the ſake of a little Money. Let us hear my Lord Bacon's Opi- 
nion of this Matter, Excommunication 3s the greateſt Judgment on 

= 1's ws yo Earth , &c. and therefore , fer this to be uſed Irreverently , and to be 

Rabliſh. of the #2ade an ordinary Proceſs to Lacquey up and down for Fees, how can 

Chogf Engl, it be without Derogation from Gods Honour, and making the Power 

of the Keys contemptible? I know very well the defence thereof, which 
hath no great force, That it iſſues forth not for the thing it ſelf, but the 
Contumacy. — But the Contumacy muſt be ſuch as the Party, as far 4s 
the Eye and Wiſdom of the Church can diſcern;ſtandeth in ſt 1. of Repro- 
bation and Damnation , 4s one that for that time ſeemeth given over 19 


Hugh Impenitcnce. 
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:Fo this I think we may add their device of excommunicating 
ghole Communities of Men, as a Dean and Chapter, or a Maſter 
flows and Scholars of a Colledg, the Mayor and Aldermen of a 
ſown, &c. Hereby they have in ſome meaſure that Emperor's 
Wiſh, that the People had but one Necks. that he ntight chop it off 
Jit one blow. By this /nterditt are prohibited all Divine Ofhces, as Chamberlain's 
Jivine Service, Chriſtian Burial, Adminiſtration of Sacraments, &c, Priſent State of 
Jinfach a Place or to ſuch a People 3 and if it be againſt a People, it England, part 
fllows them whereſoever they go ;, if againſt a Place only, then the ©* © 37 
Jirople of that Place may goto Divine Offices elſewhere. Only the - 
Jope's Canon-Law adds, That ſome who are in a ſpecial manner pri- Decrer. Greg. 
Jniedged by the Roman Church, when a whole Country is interdic- {- 5+ Tit. 40. 
d, may celebrate Divine Offices with a low Voice, but then the mn Verb, ſignit. 
ſoors mult be ſhut, the Bells muſt not be rung, and all the excom- * *7* 
Jumnicated and interdicted Perſons muſt be excluded. 
I By this Contrivance whole Communities of Men may be broken 
from the Body of Chriſt, as whole Countries have been, and 
Fine ay Britax in particular, from the Continent by the Fury and 
Violence of 'the Ocean. Burt it will be hard to reconcile this to the 
pmmon notion of Excommunication, that *tis 4 precurſory and Ld Bacon tos. 
fory Fudgment of Chriſt in the End of the World, when we 64: p-21- 
been ſo often told from the Pulpit and Prefs, that then Socie- 
is ſhall not be puniſh'd as Societies, but every Man hall perfonal- 
yanſwer for himſelf, 
3. We paſs on to the manner of proceeding in Excommunicati- 
as, which we ſhall find exaCtly ſuitable co the Cauſes for whict1 
hey are inflicted, and the Tools that manage this Weapon. For 
kre's no pains taken with Men to bring them to Repentance by 
ſaipture and Reaſon, convincing them of the heinous nature - of 
heir Offences, and beſeeching of them in the Bowels of Chrilt. 
Only a bare proriouncing the words, 7 admoziſh you, three times 
na breath ; like the Jews whipping St. Pau! with a triple Cord, 
ad giving three Laſhes in one. We had thought this had been a 
wer Corruption in the Officers but we find one of their own | 
Tnbe tell us for Law, That a Man may be admoniſh'd, a firft, a H.Congs. rr. 
ſxond and a third time, all at one and the ſame moment. Things @ice of Eccleſiz- 
ue-managed at theſe Spiritnal Tribunals, juſt as they are: at Civil /ica! Courts, py 
mes z If you will not buckle, there's no other means ulcd to in- 393) 4+ 
face you to it, but rhe _ of the Court, the Trouble of dan- 
ag Attendance on it3 and by and by out-comes the 1wo-handled 
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26 Of Corruptions 


Red and Blood-Pail to fright the ſtubborn Children into Obedi- 


Ence. 


And theſe Fees of the Court ſometimes are very terrible things, | 


and touch a Man to the quick. As the Reckoning is enflamed by 
a roguiſh Vintner, when his Guelts are ſo with liberal drinking, b 
ſcoring, up two Bottles for one at the Bar ; fo they know how to 


take the advantage of the Ignorance of thoſe they have got into ' 


their Clutches, and top upon them double the Rates of what is by 


Law zllowed. -I find one cf themfeIves _— this in ſundry | 
4 as tO Teſta | 


me in general as to 6 | 


Inſtances in the Courts of the ore of Yor 
mentary Matters, and acknowledging the fa 
ther Fees, for Copies of Acts, Depoſitions of Witneſſes, Fees to 


H.Conſer. Pra- ApParitors, Oc. Take one Inltance : © To a. Judg for an Ad- | 
_icrof Egcleſa- © miniſtration, where the Eſtate 15 above 401. 7.5. 6 d. which ad- 
ftical Cofrts, p. © vance from 2 5. & 64. (tor that was the old Price according to | 


422, 3» the Table allowed of in 13 El:z.) © was, as I have heard, faith he, 
© in compallion to one of the Commiſſioners of the late Arch-Bi- 
© ſhop's, his neceſſitous Condition, agreed by all the Protors, and 


© other Officers to be impoſed on the Country. Whether this Com ? 


miſſary be dead or no I know not, but till the Year 1685, this 
way of raiſing Mony on the Country, without Att of Parliamemn, 
did continue in this, and in many other Inſtances there enumerated 
by him, and I ſuppoſe doth fo till : By the ſame reaſon that the 
French King impoſes Taxes on his Slaves, becaule he had Authority 
given him once to do- it in Cafes of Neceſlity, while the Kingdom 
was in a Flame. And tho he had a Law to do (o for the prelent, 
which theſe Harpies never had, yet the forementioned Author gives 
a ſubſtantial Reaſon for the thing that may ſupply the place of it: 
dl es. © tation to them, is, becauſe they pay great Fines to the Arch. Biſhops 
© for their Places, (and he that buys the Devil, Wuft ſell him) and 
© do again let them for Term of Years to Depuities for great Fines, 
© which Deputies have no way to raiſe their Monies but by this 
© manner of advance or exaCtion upon the Country. Now I think 
the ſame Argument is altogether as ſirong for the Swrrogate, who is 
the Chancellor's Deputy z for Chancellors and Officials have learnt 
the Ayt of making their Places Sime-Cares, committing them to 
the-management of thoſe Journy-men who are many times wretc 
. edly ignorant, and fo are often impoſed on by the inferiogr Officer 
by whoſe dizection all Matters are diſpatehed, (as the Clerk 


* For, faith he, ſpeaking of the Regiſters, the Reaſon of Augmen-} 
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Channel, that it may moſt effectually drive their own Mills. 

But ſuppoling none of theſe Blunders or Knaveries be commit- 
ted, let's a liccle examine the regular and ordinary Proceedings. And 
in order thereunto, we mult conſider there are two forts of Caules, 
Plenary, 4. e. fuch as tequire a folemn Order and Method ; and 


1 Smmary, where that being: waved, a Proceeding, by a (horter Cut 


will ſerve the turn; Now what, Caules in particular fall.under each 


I of theſe Heads, is kept very dubiow for a very profitable Reaſon, 
J 2iz. this, Tho the Cauſe be ſummary, yet you may proceed plena- 
J rily, and 'tis the more valid, and the Officers of the Court can the 


better lick their Fingers. - But if the Caule ſhould be judg'd to be-a 


J plevary one, and you ſhould proceed ſummarily, then all the Pro- 


eeedings are immediately null, you loſe your Charges, and the 


I Proctor gets ; and the Pidgeon-Houle of Cards being pulled down, 


the Child muſt begin all again. 
Now in plenary Caules out goes a Citation either general or ſpeci- 
d, obtained by the Plaintiff, his Sollicitor or 'Proctor, drawn by 


F the Proctor, Sollicitor or Apparitor, in writing, and ſfaled by the 


Then the Mandatory, or the Plaintiff, certities the manner in 
which the Defendant was cited, that fo the Phaintifi®s Proctor may 
&aw an Authentical Certificate thexeupon, to which an Authentick 
Seal is put, at the ſpecial inſtigation and requelt of the Mandatory. 

Then you mutt have a Proctor, either general or ſpecial, to ma- 
ge the Cauſe; For no Citation, tho executed, can be brought in- 
to Court but by him 3 he mult be conſtituted by a Proxy, 4.76. by 
Power or Mandate given to the Proctor by his Client to appear 
and trauſact for him, ot before a Netary publick with Witneſſes, and 


This authentically ſealed too: And che Election of your Proctor 


mult be inſerted in the Acts of the Court ; it he die after the Swit 
«conteſted, the Mandate is abſolutely revoked. Then fuppoling 
they - have not got you on the hip for ſome Error as yet, however 
there be abundance of Blots yet to be hit, Many Exceptions may 
be brought-in, , peremptory ones, either ſimply ſuch, or defenſive 3 or 
dlatory ones, and theſe are twotold,” Dilatoria Solutions, where 
perhaps theParty alledges the paimenc or fatisfaCtion of what is ſu- 
ed for 3 and Declinatoria Tudicii, for declining the Cauſe, either by 
excepting againlt the Judg by Reſation, Provocation, &c. orby 
reaſon of the Plaintiff, or the Arbitrators, or Proctor, Advocate, 
Pablick lalirumeats, Politions, 
E 2 . Sentence, 


ges the Juſtice) and they to be ſure will. turn the Water into ſuch a 


Concer. p. 22,3: 
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Sentence; &*7. Beſides theſe, there are two Squadrons more of | 
Exceptions, Medie, or mixt Ones; and Anomale, or irregular 
- Ones 3 each of which have their proper Seaſons of being urged, 
And theſe muſt be drawn in writing, and ſome Body muſt pay for 
all this. For 'tis Mony makes thefe Beaſts to go, without which | 
they will not ſtir a ſoot, | | 
What we have hitheyto ſpoken of, is common to all Caufes, 
whether Plenary or Summary. What we ſhall further add (and 
there is much behind) agrees in ifs whole Latitude to the former | 
ſort of them. Suppoſe then that hitherto we be clear of all Rocks; | 
then comes the Libel, but it muſt be ſubſcribed by an Advocate, 
and poſſibly you may wait a little for it, till next Court-day. | 
This being at laſt given into Court, it often happens. that it mutt | 
be amended or alter'd, in many Gaſes too tedious to reckon up, 
And you can't have any thing dorie-to an old pair of Clothes, but 
you ſhall find an Item for it in a Taylor's Bill, Then follows the 
conteſting the Suit, By this time the Defendant is called upon to | 
put in his Anſwer 3 and unleſs he confeſs the Fat, either in part, | 
or in the whole, as *tis laid, and fo cafts himſelf on the Mercy of 
the Court, which is conteſting Suit Afrmatively,' he maſt proteſt 
by his Proftor againſt the generality, ineptjtude, obſcurity, or 
undue ſpecification of the Libel, and that the things contained in 
it are not true, and therefore what is contained in it ought not } 
to be granted : And this is conteſting Neg tively, | oo 
Then the Plaintiff alledges, that kis Libel is in Articles, and he 

deſires the Judg may repeat it in full Force. of the Poſitions and | 
Articles, which according]y is done, and the Libel admitted with a 
Salvo Fure Impertinentium & non admittendorum, &«c. On this the 
Plaintiff defires an Anſwer to the Poſitions of this Libel ; where 
upon the Defendants ProGtor replies, He don't believe the Poſit- 
ons to be true. Then the Plaintiff, by his Advocate,  delires the 
Defendant may be decreed to be cited to anſwer Perfonally to the 
Poſitions of the Libel, before the Judg, or ſome Commiſſioners. 
The Defendant's Protor difſents from this, and requeſts a Term 
to be aſſign'd to prove the Libel. And here both fides may 
_ (quabble and braw] about it, but it muſt be by their Seconds (the 
Officers I mean) in Mood and Figure, about the time, hat 'tis 
too ſhort, or teo long; and either of them for that reaſon may 


appeal. 
The Suit being contefted, from Words the ProQtors fall to _ 


upupmmrrrm_m__________ ________—___—_—__—_E_ECT 4. STS 


—_— ES. A 


_ — OC —— 


in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts. 


of Þ and eicher Side may lend his client a Swear 3 the one, that he be. 
lar J teves the Contents of the Libel are faichlully propounded ; the 
d, J ther, that he will give a faithful Anſwer. Then the two Principals 
or I maſt take the Oaths of Calumny, the general one, and this is taken 
ch I but once, and that either here, or in any part of the Proceedings 
I ind the particular one, called the Oath of Malice, to this purpole, 
FJ that both of them belicve their Cauſe to be good, that they will 
manage it honeſtly, and not protrat the Suit, and give no 
I tibes, only the Fees are excepted:to ſuch Perſons to whom the 
3 { Laws and Canons do allow them. Afﬀeer this, their ProQors help 
\ IT them to keep theſe Oaths by- ſtaving off the Buſineſs, upon im- 
. I pertinent Quirks, for ſix Court-days, nay ſometimes for two or 
three Terms 3 fo that, faith our Author, Men complain exceed- 


iſs after it comes into theſe Courts. | 
Well, the Citation, though long firſt, at laſt is gottem out for 
J the Defendant to appear and anſwer the. Libel betore the Judg, 
J « the Commiſſioners ; which Commiſſion mult be certified into 
' I Court that it hath been executed, and is ſometimes paid for jointly, 
bmetimes by one of the Parties only. The Defendant then 
puts in his Anſwer, which is either Categorical, Hypothetical, 
Modal, affirming or denying, finitely or infinitely 3 True, nece(- 
J fwily or contingently ; Falſe, or in equipollent Terms. Then the 
I Defendant appearing Perſonally, is {worn to make a faithful An- 
fwer to the Poſitions of the Libel, only his Proctor proteſts he 
don't intend to anſwer to/ any Criminal or Captious Poſition 3 or 
iſ-he do, it ſhall be accounted Null. The next Court-day he is 
ordered to appear to be examin'd. But it may be he hath an- 
fwered too little, and then he is ſummon'd again to anſwer 
more fully ; it may be too much, and then his Proctor may ſub-+ 
dat and revoke it. . 

When this is ſettled, If the Witnefſes won't come voluntari-. 
ly on an offer of bearing their Charges, then come Letters Com- 
pulſory for them to appear before the Jadg, or Commillioners 3 
and a Commiſſion is then granted to hear their Depolitions with- 
in the Terms Probatory. Theſe Letters axe returned into the Court, 
and it may be the Witneſſes can't be fonnd, none of them, or but 
fome of them do appear, and the-Abſenters are to be. excommunis - 
cated 3 and this is often contriy'd on purpoſe, that hereby the Term 
Probatery may be prorogued, and ſa the Sw may be protracted, 
and the Charges cucrealed, | * 0" 


2 ingly of theſe Abuſes, that they never knew auy Ena of their By- Conit, p. 52. 
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Of Corruptions 
The Witneſſes at laſt being got all together before the Judg, 


—_ 


they are ſworn; Then the Prodtor proteſts againſt them, ang | 
any-thing they ſhall tay againſt the intention of his Client, aid de. © 


fixes a Day to be aligned tor propounding . /nterrogatories, which 
are to be.given in by hin into the Hands of the Regilier, or Ex. 


aminer. Then the Witneſſes are privately examined, their De. | 
poſitions put into m—_— by the Regiſter, and.ligned by the Wit. © 


neſſes, and after repeated before the Judg, who examins the 


Whether-on their Oath it be all right and true ? and whether they # 
would have any thing altered? But their Poſitions are taken jn © 

Latene, 'becauſe we ſuppoſe that's Language that is like the.Un;. I; 
verſal Charafter, which all, even the'Country Jobbers themſelyes I}, 


do underftand. 


Now. after this -it may be, the Prodtor on--one (ide objec, | 
that the Witneſſes han't anſwered to ſome lnterrogatories which * 
: they ought todo, or not fully, but he on t'other fide gives him | 
the Lie, and ſo a Day is appointgd for the Judg to enquire into Y;, 


this. 


Caſe than in this, which, to avoid tediouſneſs, we omit. 


For the ſame Reaſon we ſhall (though we are yet come hardiy | 


balf way) .proced no further, nor ſpeak. particularly to the pub- 
—_— Depolitions of the Witneſſes, producing more Witne(- 
les, 


Ajſſignation of the Term to hear Sentence, nor of the Suppletory 


Oath, given ſometimes to one lide, ſometimes to t'other, to ſupply 1 


and picce out the defect of Proof. 


Beſides and after all this, there's another long, pair of Stairs, -* 
and 'tis the Third in order,. that would break a Man's wind to get | 


up, and that is, the giving of Sentence. And then when you 
think the matter is iflued and ended, all is undone again by an 
- Appeal, which if we ſhould fully ſpeak of, there are fo many deep 
lteps that we ſhould be utterly tired, as to be ſure the Plaintifls 

* | | ; | and 
| 


It may be the - Witneſſes are to be. produced, not before-the | 
Fudg, but the Commitlioners;z andthen there's more ado -in that } 


ceptions which are” numerous, and Replications which are # 
as many, and . anfwer the other, juſt-as one Tally doth another; * 
nor of Duplications and Triplications, and Quadruplications. | 
For by all theſe ways is the Cauſe bang'd about between the Par- | 
ties, and-beaten to and fro like a Shittle-cock between two Battle- F; 
dores. Nor of dead Proofs, which are Inltruments, either Pub- 1 
lick or Private, and both of them of many forts. Nor of the ' 


le, 
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J :nd Defendants have been long ere this, by being carried up, -and 
J kd down ſo many dark and winding Stairs in theſe enchanted 


Caſtles. 


From what hath been offer'd, we plainly ſee, there's no difficul- 


J ty in believing that to be a very great Truth that Ir. Burner tells 
J us, of Bp Bedel's obſervation, That the Officers of his Spiritual By Bedel's Liſe, 
I Court drew People into trouble by vexations Suits, and held them P48: 85. 

q [+ long in it, that for three penny-worth of the Tithe of Turf, they _ 
J wuld be put to five pounds Charges. 


We have only one thing to add on this Head, and we leave 


* Fit, That one half of the manner of their Proceedings hath not 
J been told in Plenary: Cauſes 3 and though many cramp Words 


have been uſed by us in what we have written, they arethe pro- 


J per Terms of Art z and there's a very large Vocabulary of them, 
F neceſſary to be mention'd by'us, if we ſhould tell out the remain- 
4 der of this Tale 3 which we forbeay, leſt Men ſhould think we 
A have a Deſign upon them to ſen] them to him whom the Officers 
YJ of this Court deal ſo much with, and to whom HermolawBarba- 
Ju was fain to refort to underſtand the meaning of 'E:7r\ty a, 


4. We ſhould proceed to the Things that enſue upon Excom- 
manication. And here it were caſy to be very large in diſcour- 
ing on the Ssgnificavit into the Court of Chancery in the Biſhop's 
mme, that the Perſon hath ſtood excommunicate forty Days, for 


" Fhe getting a Writ, d? Excommunicato capiendo, that he may be 


F nt to Pcifon;” Of the forfeitures of ten Pounds on every Capia 
J :fterwards for not yielding ones ſelf up a Priſoner on the Pcocla- 
' Ymation of the Capsas's. It is 4 liberty peculiar to the Ch,vf England, Dr. Confin's = 
(faith the learned Advocate of theſe Courts) above all the Realms 479), P- 8, 


' Yin Chriſtendom: that I read of, that if a Man ſtand wilfully forty 9 *© 
' I gs together Excommunicate, and be accordingly certified by the 


Biſhop mto the Chancery, that then he is to be committed to Priſon 
Pithout Bail or Main-prifs quod poceſtas regia SacroſanctzEccleſiz 
in ſuis querelis deeſſe non debet, becanſe the Royal Power ought 


J wt to be wanting to Holy Church in her Qnarrels, Yet we mult 
{confeſs we don't ſee how this can be juſtihed, unleſs that Axiom 


be own'd for truth,-that Dominion is founded in Grace ; and when 

2 Man is made as a Pwblican and Heathen, he tes all his Civil © 
Rights. X 

We might further ſpeak of the ſeveral ways of Abſolution from 


this Sentence, and that upon ſeveral little miliakes in the Form! of 
Proceed- 


—_ 


Bp. Bedel's 


Life, p. 89. 


Conſid. p. 21, 
22+ 


,  Governours to do it, and not to fuffer thele Lay-Chancellors to | 


_ * and that it be decrerd not by any Deputy. or Subſtitute, but by L 


© — 
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Procecdings, and by Orders ſent down from Civil Courts, Fa 
when a Man is faſt bound one would think,” there. are many of 
theſe ways of wnlooſmg him 3 as we have ſeen Children, that by J tha 
the dextrous pulling vt the right String, have immediately whipe } 
off the Pack-thread from another's thumbs in a mot ſurprizing I the 
manner. | | FI, 
We might further ſpeak alſo of the commuting of Penance fox I the 
Money, * Which, as Dr. Barnet well faith, is the worlt ſort of Sj. ma 
© mony, being, in effect the very ſame abuſe that gave the World Ythi 
© {uch a Scandal, when it was fo indecently praCtiſed in the Church, JDc 
© of Rome, and open'd the way to the Reformation. For the 4 
© ſelling of Indulgences is-xeally but a commutation of Penance, * 
Of this that Bp Bedel had ſo many, and ſuch notorious ln. | 
ſiances in his Dioceſs, that þe bitterly bewail'd it, and to which he 
was able to reply nothing but that he had read in Afantuan of ano- : 
ther place in the World, (Rogre he means) where Heaven and God © 
himſelf were ſet to ſale. : © þ 
Now from that little that hath been ſaid, we may ſeqhow tw- © 
ly he ſpoke, when he faid that a plain and ſimple thing is by thele | 
Men made very intricate, And that amongi+ all the Impediments to F 
the Wark of God among ws, there us not any one greater than the A- 
buſe of Eccleſiaſtical Furiſaittion. This is not only the Opinion of 
the miſt Godly, Fudicious, Learned Men, that I have known, but 
the cauſe of it us plain: 
Bleſſed Jeſu! who alone wozks great Parvels, | 
ſend down thy Spirit on our Bifhops, that they may 
boldly whtp theſe Buyers ond Selters out of thy Tem: I: 
ple, that fit there only to diſhonour thy Name, and * 
ſpunge on thy People, and turnthy Houſe of Dilck J 
pline into a Den of Thieves. Amen. 
And we beſcech God to encline. their Hearts, and thoſe of our | 


— 


meddle but in Civil Cauſes only, and rhere to endeavour to regu- | 
late their enormous Abuſes 3 and in the Loxd Bacon's Words, F 
© That in lieu of Exconumunication, there be given to them ſome F 
* oxdinary Proceſs with fuch Force and Coercion as appertaineth, F 
© and that this Cenſure be reſtored to the true Dignity and Ule 
© thereof, which is, that it proceed not but incaſes of great Weight, 


. * 
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in Eccleſiaſtical Courts. g 


J*the Biſhop in Perſon, and not by him alone, but aſſiſted by ſome 
J*others of his grave Clergy, according to the excellent Model of 
I that incomparably learned and pious A B. Uſher, 

J Then will Diſcipline recover its ancient Vigour and Splendor ; 
J then will Sinnersno longer fl:ght this Spiritual Sword in the Church, 
Js Atheilts do God's hery flaming one that ſometimes appears in 
I the Heavens, as if it were a meer Meteor hanging. injthe Air, and 
4 made of fiery Yapors only; but will find 'tis a (olid ſubltantial 
J thing, hath a real Point and a (harp Elg piercing into the very 
Depths of the Soul, and that it needs not corporal Penalties to 
Ft one upon it to that end, 
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Of removing ſcandalous Miniſters. 
; 


ND ſure none that regard the Glory of Almighty God, or 

the Honour of our Church, or the Reputation of our Cler- 

Y:7 themſelves, can ever oppole fo reatonable a Motion as this ; 
, Fir nothing has more expoſed our Holy Religion to Contempt, or 
, Facouraged the Laity in their Vices, or ſunk the Credit of our 
ergy (not to fay, of our Church it felt) than the ſcandalous 
lives of ſome of that Function 3 and tince Examples have a more 
wwerful Influence on the People than meer Preceptsz *tis no 
Wonder that the Lives of flagitious Clergy-men bring in more 
Foſclytes to Wickgdneſs and Vice, than ever their preaching will 
| rake Votaries to Religion and Vertue ; for how ſhould the beſt 
Uvices and Counſel;they can deliver from the Pulpit, -make any: 
zeat Impreſſion on their Hearers, which they never follow them-' 
tlves whenout of it? They may long enough commend Vertue,' 
Jud declaim againl(t Vice, and urge what they tay with Argu-- 
; Frents drawn from the Rewards and Puniſhments of another 
forld ; but how ſhould the People believe them, when they do 

Jt live as if they believed themſelves ? And while ſo many of 
Ju Clergy make no great Scruple of Conſcience to diink and 
Phore, and ſwear and game, and droll on the Biblc, and pro- 
Jae the Sunday, and neglect the molt important Duties ot their 
Faltoral Charge 3 *tis no Wonder if the Laity thinks themlelves 
Suthorized to take the ſame Liberty which they ſee uſed by thoſe 
om they look Gn not only as their InfiruEtors, but their Pat- 
ms too, It was a juſt Obſervation of the late E. of Rocheſter, 
ut that one particular ' Vice, viz. the baſe Arts of ſome Cler- 
F gy-men 
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Can. 68, 


Can. 73. 


Of removing 


gy-men in aſpiring to the high Preferments of the Church, had 
poſſels'd many of the beft Quality in the Nation with that wretched ? 
Idea of Religion that greatly diſpoſed them to Atheifm : For they | 
touk'd on that ſacred Proteilion, as a Holy Cheat, a Trade of talking 9 


well, and living ill. ?Tis high time then to redreſs this Cor- 


ruption, to rid oup Pulpits and our'Altars of ſuch as fiain them 3 
with their profane Breath and unhallowed Hands, and like the 
wicked $ons of El;, make the very Ofterings of the Lord tobe © 
abhorr?'d. And we are {ure our Church niay as well ſpare them 3; # 
a beautiful Face may thoſe Blotches and Scabs that ſerve only to & 
And yetin all the Bovk of Canons, we tind not one # 
that expreſly orders the depoling a ſcandalous Clergy-man. There * 
is indeed a Canon againſt fuch Miniligrs as omit the ule of any 
Form of Prayer, or any Rite or Ceremony whatever preſcrib'd in # 
the Service-Buok, to ſuſpend them for the firſt Fault 3 if they # 
perſitia Month in it, to excommunicate them ; it another to de. | 
poſe them and another, to make void the Licenſes of all ſuch # 
Miniſters as refuſe to contorm to, the Laws, Inliitutes, and Rites ® 
of. our Church, So that we cannot blame her for not taking | 
ſufficient Care to purge out of all her Sons, that ſcandalous Sin of 1 


dishgure it. 


Non-Eonformity. For there's d4nother Canon to ſeclude, from 


the Miniſtry for three Months,every Miniſter that ſhall refuſe to bap- | 
tize any Child that's brought to him (be the Parents Chriſtian, * 


Mahometan, or Pagan) or bury any (except the Excommuni- 


cate, &c.) according to the form preſcribed in the Liturgy,” A- | 
nother Canon forbids Miniſters either to appoint or keep Faftsei- | 
ther in publick or Private Houſes, without the Leave of the Biſhop, 


threatning them with Suſpenſion for the firſt time, Excommuni- 


cation for the ſecond, and Depoſition for the third. A Canon ? 
which we think might very well be ſpared : For People need very ? 
little tobe difſwaded from that ſort of Mortification ; and the Mi- 


niſters will be very loth to attempt it, when they are obliged to 


double Pennance, to go on Pilgrimage to the Biſhop one Day, and 
faſt the next. Another Canon there is againſt all Meetings or | 
Chabs of the Clergy to plot any thing againſt the Do&trine of the * 
Church, or tothe Prejudice of the Common-Prayer-Book, threat- | 
A very provident Canon 


ning them wich Excommunication. 
indeed, that feerns to have been made by a Spirit of Prophecy 
againſt Smedtymnuxs and the Latitudinarians: And *tis very probable 
thoſe of our Clergy who were o fall of Indignation' againſt the 
- x - late 
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ſcandalous * Miniſte A 


J ltc Commiſſioners, miſtook them for ſuch a plotting Conventicle. 
J We nced not infilt ou the 74#h Canon which preſcribes the Clergy 
I their ſeveral Habits, and very prudently cautions them againtt 


J wearing /ight-coloured Stockings, and charitably allows ſhort Gowns 
J to the poor Curates that have not Mony to buy long ones. But 
J ſetting alide theſe hainous Crimes z we hnd only this one Ca- 


J non againlt other Immoralities, viz. 75. No Eccleſtaſtical- Perſons 


1 hall at any time other than for their honeſt Neceſſities reſort to any 
. i Taverns or Ale-houſes, neither ſhall they board or lodg in any ſuch 
7 Places : Furthermore they ſhall not. give themſelves to any baſe or 
q ſervile Labour, or to drinking or Riot, ſpending their time idly by 
I Day or by Night, playing at Dice, Cards, or Tables, or any other 
J mlawful Game, But at all times convenient they ſhall hear or read 
J ſomewhat of the Holy Scripturcs, or ſhall occupy themſelves with 
J ſome otber honeſt Study or Exerciſe, always doing the things that 
J (bal appertain to Honeſty, and endeavouring to profit the Church of 
J God, having always in Mind that they ought to excel all others in 
q Purity of Life, and ſhould be S—_ to the People to live well 
AJ and Chriſtianly, under Pain of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures to be inflifted 
I zith Severity according to the Qualities of their Offences. 


This Canon indeed ſpeaks ſomething to the Purpoſe, and yet 


J we would beg leave to ſuggeſt two things relating to it. 


1, Weſuppoſe chis Canon only threatens the ſcandalous Clergy 
with Excommunication 3 for it does not as the 38, 72, &c. 
threaten them with Depoſition on their perſiſting incorrigible. 


T Whereas that too is highly neceſſary, there being, all the Realon 


in the World that obſtinate Non-Conformity to the Laws of God, 


IT houldat leaft be equally puniſh'd with ſtubborn Nonconformity to 


= 
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J the Laws of the Church; for it would look but very odd to treat 
J a Miniſter more ſeverely for omitting a Collect in the Service-Book, 
J or keeping a private Faſt, than tor being drunk, or lying wit! 


his Neighbour's Wite, | 

' 2. We wiſh that this good Canon it ſelf, may not ſtand for a 
Cypher for want of Execution. And yet hitherto all the gootl 
Effects that might have been expected from it to free our Churches 


1 from ſuch leprous and unclean Prieſts, have been in a great Mea- 


lure fruſtrated. For we do not ſee that one in twenty, of {uch 
whoſe notorious Vices make too publick 7 noiſe to be unobſerved, 
was ever excommunicated, much leſs depoſed for them. We ſpeak 
within Compaſs, and heartily lament the intolerable Miſchiefs that 


bom this fatal Source overflow our Church, And therefore we would 


F 2 hum- 
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Of the Reformation 


humbly recommend-itto the Wiſdom of the Convocation, to take the maſt 
effeual Merhods for the obviating of them, and (if it might be no Offence 
would rake the Liberty to ſuggeſt that if che Rural Deaneries in Arch-biſhgy | 
Uſher's Model were reſtored, they might firſt receive Complaints againſt ſuch, Þ 
and ſuſpend them till che Matter come before the Dioceſan Synod. Were Fs 
this dotie, and were all cur Clergy fuch excellent Ornaments of their Prg, Ys 
feſſion, as (God he thanked) a grear many of them are, the Difſenters 
would nor fo caſily gain ground upon us, as chey have hitherto done by the 
precerded Srriftacſs of Life in their Miniſters, and their great Laboriouſnef 

in che Dutics of their FurRion, 


| 
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Of the Reformation of Manners both in Miniſters an People. 


[ 
N the | Miriflers. | What relates roſuch as arc chargeable with ſcandalous 
Immoralicies was conſidered under the former Head ; bur winder this Head, 
we would humbly recommend to che preſent Convocation, the reforming two 
- very groſs Corruptions retained ia our Church, notwichſtanding all the loud 
Complaints that have been made againſt them, Plura/ities and No1-Reſedence,ryo 
Diſcals that have hichexro defied ail Remedies, and have been rather che- #3 
riſh'd by out ſpizicual Phyſicians, than any thing effe&ual atrempred roward, 
che Cure of them; and no wonder when many of the 14me Men were the Þ 
Patients that ſhould have been' che Phyſicians 3 fo hard it15 ro redrets theſe 
- grand Evils in a Synod where the greateſt Pluraliſts and Non-Refidents do 
commonly make up the major Vote; and yer theſe are io notorious Ble- 
miſhes in a Church, that even the Council of Trent could not for very Shame 
butrake norice of them. And the Truth is, though they have in cheir beſt 
Decrees of Reformation lefr a Hole to creep out by Virtue of Dilpenſation, WF 
yer their Canons are, far more ſtri& than ours: for in their Decree of Refor- 
mation, Sefſ. the 9th." cap. 24. they forbid any Prelate, having more Metro- 
politan or Cathedral Churches than one in Commendamn, accounting him happy 
that can govern ove well, And cap. 34. They enjoyn the Collation of infe+ 
. riour Eccleſiaſtical Benefices that have Cure of Souls, on worthy and able Per- 
ſons who may reſide on the Place, and take care of the Flock chemlſelves 
and by the 3. deprive thar Clergy-man of all his Benefices that retains more 
. than one, whether by way of Unioh tor Life, or perperual Commendam, or 
any other Title, &c. only all cheſe good Canons are ſpoiled, and by the ? 
wretched Art of Diſpenfations made only a more ſubtle Trick of drawing * 
Money mto the Pockets of thoſe that grant them. And Sf, 234. cap. 1, 
Their Decree of Reformation againſt Non-Reſsdents begins thus : Since all to 
whom the care of Souls is committed, are entoyned by Divine Precept to bnow their 
Sheep, to offer Sacrifice for them, and to feed thim with the Preaching of the Ward 
of God, the Adminiſtration of Sacraments, and the Example of their goxd Works, 
to take a Fatherly Care of the Poor and all other miſerable People, and diſcharge other 
paſtoral Duties, all which can never be performed by thoje that . do not watch quer.and 
aft thrir Flock, but like Hirelings forſabe them, &c, Sce allo Sefſ. 6.Cap. ift, 
and 24, and what they ſay is far more applicable ro Pariſh-Churches than to 
Metropolitan or Cathedral. . 
Bur co return ro our own Church : For Pixralities I fund only this one Canon 
bout them, viz. 41s | 
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of Manners in Miniſters, 


Ns Licenſe or Diſpenſation for the beeping of more Beneficts with Cure than one, 
J hull be granted to any, but ſuch only as ſhall be thought very well worthy for his 
Jurting, aud very well able and ſufficient to diſcharge bis Duty, 1.e. Who (ball 
Fire taben bis Degree of a Maſter of Avts at leaſt, in one of the Uniq-1ſities of 
Js Realm, and be a publick and ſifficient Preacher lice»©d 5 Provided always 
#t he be, by a good and ſefſici-nt Caution, bound to male his perſonal Reſidence 
Wires) of his ſaid Benefices, for ſome reaſonable tin? in every Tehy; and that the 
J id Benefices be not more than 30 Miles diſtant a ſunder, And laſt'y, That he have 
Trier bim, in the Benefice whove he does not reſide, a Preacher lawfully allow'd, 
Bit's able ſufficiently to teach and inſtraft the People, 
A Canon that rather approves and ſtrengrhens, chan corre&s fo. ſhameful 
3n Abuſe, For whart reſtraint can 1c be imagin'd to lay upen it? A Man nceds 
2» higher © Qualifications to capacicate him for being a Pluraliſt, chan tha 
Jie be a Maſter of Arts, and a lawfully approved Preacher. Here are no - 
Munds ſer ro the Numer of the Benefices he may enjoy, but that they 
Yiould not ſtand atove 3o Miles from one another ; ſo char a Man may enjoy 
Ytelme Number of Benches, provided he can bring them within ctharcom- 
$15 of Miles. And 1 wiſh char the Avarice of ſome could be held within 
Jvc wide Bounds too, 
Nor is the 1*2ſonable Time in which he muſt refide yearly in every one of 
Fen derermin'd, but lett co his owa ditcretion, 
2 And now what Apology can be made for fo unreaſonadle a praftice ? Ler 
g: wppoſe a Pluraliit ro engroſs four or five good Livirgs to his own Share, 
Jlte beſt Reſirition laid on him by this Canon | 1s, That he keep in every 
Wing, where he refides not, an approyed Preacher that may profitably 
Weach and inſtruft che People Bur if rheſe four Preache:y that tupply his 
xe in four of the Pariihcs, Le Men of thoſe, Abilities chat fic them for 
icharging all che Duties of their FunEtion to th;e People, .whar tolerable 
on can be given why they ſhould not enjoy all rhe encouragement to 
Fir Labour which che Parith-Tyths were deſign'd ro give them? Why 
Would che main part of the Profics of tour Pariſhes be ſwept away by an 
S Drone of a Pluraliſt, that ſaunters abour in his Coach, and fivins in 
xury and Eaſe, but never took the leaſt care of chem, unlels perhaps 
We in a Year to give them a» kind of Viſitation-S:rmon , while the poor 
Jniſters chat reſide among them, ard beſtow all ther pains and time upon 
Fm, ſcarce earn clicir Bread with the ſwear of cheir Brows, bur ſtraggle 
Fader thoſe Ditſcouragements of a ſtingy Allowance thar ſtarve their Parts, 
FS ok their Spirits, and rbvo often pur chem on doing choie chings which 
$nder chem mean and contemprible. or by that rime a poor Curate tas pro» 
Sed Bread for his Family, and pcrhaps a Gown ard Calſock for him:elf, 
ut of his 20 or 301, pi, Aumnm, he'l find very lirtle left for che encreaſe of 
$: lender Library, and much lefs for thuſe Works of Charity, whereby he 
uld keep up that Eſtcem and Intereſt in the Hearts ot che Pcople, thac's 
Þ higlily conducive to the ſucceſs ot his InſtruQions upon them. So that 
tile che Number of Pluraliſts is ſo grear, and cheir Coverouſancts far grea- 
x, ir cannor- be expected where the Satary they, allow is fo deſpicavlz, thac 
iey ſhould ever profide for ſome of their. Cures any berrer Pricſts than 
boſe of Jeroboam, made of the meaneſt of the People; ſuch as may thank 
2d that our Church has furniſhed chem-with a Licurgy, and tome of our 


arned Clergy wich Sermons for eyery Sunday of the Year, And _ 


Of the Reformation 


Account will ſuch mwcenoy Paſtors ( as the Council of Trent it (elf ey) 
chem ) give to the univerſal Eiſhop and Shepherd of thoſe Flocks whonz 
they have ſtary'd to fill cheir own Purſes ? Or whence can the greedy yy 
mour of heaping up ſo many Steeples ſpring, bur from that wretched inf; 
riable Love of Mony, which is {3 unvecoming a Clergy-man, who pretends 2 
Concern for rhe Salvation of Souls, and rhercfore ſhuuld nor grarify his filthy 
Lucre at the price of their Blood ? 1 

we Fe (o far from ſpeaking this, as grudging the Clergy the juſt Fr. 
couragement of -their Labours, that if a more fair and juſt diſtribution 9 


rhe legal Maintenance would not ſufficiently provide for all, we ſhould think ® 
it worthy the pious Zeal of his Majeſty, and che Parliament, ro find our way; * 


of ſupplying that Defe&t. Bur in che mean time, as the Difference of the 
Value of Benefices will have room enough ro reward the different Abjlj. 
tics of the Clergy, ſo,we cannot bur regret ir, thar the greateſt Load of 


exceſſive Preferments Ys uſually heapt, not on thoſe that deſerve, but on # 


thoſe thar ſeek them. The importunare Ambition of the latrer purting | 
them on thoſe baſe Methods to compaſs their Deſign, which the Probity, 
as well as the Modeſty, of the former debar them from. 

Having ſaid ſo much abcur Pluralicies, we ſhall be more brief on theo. ; 
ther Head of Non-reſidence. We ſhall not inſiſt on the 42, 43, 44- Canons | 
which relate ro the Deans, Prebends and Canons -in the ſeveral Cathedral; ! 
and Collegiate Churches, becauſe thoſe concern the Clergy more than us, } 


Only we cannor bur commend the grear Care of our Church in its injunftion 
ro. the Deans, who muſt providently ſee that the Petry-Canons, Vicars. # 


choral, and other Miniſters of the Church, have a Latin as well as E 
Teſtament, We ſuppoſe this Caution was, leſt the lazy Fellows ſhould for- 
ger all they had learned at School ; and Greek, it ſeems 1s as little expe 
ed from them as Syriack or Arabick. 


The 45 enjoyns the Reſident Clergy on? Sermon every Sunday, when they : 


have not juſt Impediment. The 46 and 47 runs thus, 


46, Every Benificed Man, not allow'd to be a Preacher, ſhall procure Sermons 1 | 
be preach'd in his-Cire once in every Month at the leaſt, by Preachers lawfully licens'd, © 
if bis Living in the Judgment of the Ordinary will be able to bearit, And wpon6« | 
very Sundy when there (hall not be a Sermon preach'd in his Cure, he, or his Ci | 
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rate, ſhall read ſome one of the Homities preſerib'd, or to be preſcrib'd by Authority, MY « 


to the Intent aforeſaid, 


7, Every Bevefic'd Man licensd by the Laws of this Realm, upon urgent «- * 


eaſions of other Service not to reſide upon bis Benefice, ſhall cauſe his Cure to be ſup- 
plied by a Cat, that is a ſufficient and licens'd Preacher, it the Worth of the Bent- 
fice will bearit, But whotver has two Benefices, ſhall maintain a Preacher litens'd 


3n the Benefice where he does not reſide, except be. preach himſelf at both" of them uſuzth, ? 


Theſe Canons, eſpecially the former, do fo evidently expoſe themſelves, 
thar they ſave us the labour of any long Remarks upon them. We cannor 


but think ir ſtrange, that a Man may be the Incumbent of a Cure, and conſe; 
quently enjoy both the Name and the Revenues of a Miniſter to thar People, 
who 1s not ſo much as /icens'd to preach; nay, is ſo meer a Lay-man, that ac- 
cording to Can. 49, he muſt nor take on him to expound, in his ows Cure, ot 
etfewhere, agy Scripture or Matter of Doftrine : and the higheſt Priviledg allow'd 
him is, Thar he ſtudy to read plainly and aptly, ev gloging or a} 

tas, 


the Homilies already ter forth, &c, I perceive there may be {gnoranus 


of Manners im Miniſters. 


o fs, as'well as Lawyers or Jwy-men ; and if our Church do not wrong them, 
the ſevere reſtraints this Canon lays on them, they are more fir ro be 
ent ro School ro con their Leſſon, than into the Pulpit to inſtruR che People, 
ends af fur chough we cannot admire the . Wiſdom of our Church in allowing ſuch 
file;MWin Benefices, yer we muſt acknowledg her: grear Charity rewards them and 
"Fteir Curars, in providing ſo good a help as the, Book of Anmilics, for thoſe 
t Fn. whoſe. Eyes are che only confiderable Talents that God almighty has choughtr 
In of F& to bleſs them withal, 
thin; We ſhall add no inore under this Head, bur that we wiſh the Sinovizcal 
way; 04h, were ſtrong enough to keep our all ſecrer Arts of purchaing Prefer - 
' the Ynenes. And we think it highly adviſable, thar according ro Arch-Biſhop 
bij. 8 9s model, Artic. 24, inevery Rural Deanery, the Miniſters of particu- 
d of Fir Pariſhes mighc be cenſurable tor Errors, or groſs negligence in their Ot- 
ire, &*c. with Liberty of Appeals roa Dioceſan Synod if need be, 


On 
ting F Bur that the Clergy may nor think us in cheſe rwo Articles roo ſevere on 
ity, | them, and partial. ro our ſelves, we ſhall propoſe it ro the Wiſdom of this 

Convocation, Whether the Power of Patrons 10 preſenting to Livings, ſhould 
*0. JJ ot be ſo far reſtrain'd, as not ro impoſe a Miniſter on any Pariſh, wichour 
ons IF tieir own conſent ? The very Learned Biſhop of $:lisbry, 1p his Regaliz, as 


al; AJ *ellas others, hath made ic undeniably evident, that chis was the practice of 
us, AJ the Univerſal Church for 500, if nor 1000 Years afrer our Saviour's Time. 
on 9 4nd therefore tho we would have ſo much regard paid to the Charity of our 
5. IJ anceſtors, as not to exclude Parrons from a Privilege enjoy'd on thar ſcore by 
h IJ vlong Preſcription, yer we could be heartily glad rhar 'rwere readred con- 
r- OF fftenc with this Ancient Privilege of the People roo,that the Primitive Pra- 
IF dice in this Particular might be reviv'd. If indeed the Parſon alone were 
J © de fav'd or damn'd, not only for himſelf bur his Pariſhioners coo, 'rwerc no 
y t matrer rothe People who he be 3 bur if they muſt anſwer for their own 
JF Souls, 'eis bur reaſonable they ſhonld be ſatisfied whom they truſt with che 
; IF conduR of them, 

And how liberally ſogver Patrons have endow'd any Churches, *ewere but a 
J hard Bargain they mak&with the People, to require them, by implicit Faith, 
s |. _ in whatever Miniſters they or their Hcirs ſhall ever recommend 

F © them, . 
I Nay; ſome would not have Patrons impoſe on our Clergy, any more than 
J athe People, There are ſcveral ſecret ways of 1p —- Benefice, which 
ſome Patrons oblige the Clergy to, withour making a down-right Bargain : 


nd we would not have ſo much as the courting an 4vigal ro be che price of it. | 


Of Reforming Manners in the People, 


1 f EST the Fear aud Apprehenfion into which the words A!tration and Re- 

' |, view have caſt the Author of Vox Clevi, ſhould be 'taral ro him, we ſhall 
now labour to recover him, by aſſuring him, that there are tome of the old 
Canons we defire may be. reinforc'd, and that. the Subjedts wo winch they 
relate may be conſidered and examined, viz, Such as order the Cenſares of 
the Church ro be inflited upon all Perſons — wicked, thar they may 
be hindred from coming to the bleſſed Sacrament with ſuch Frequency, and in 
ſuch Numbers as they now ordinarily do ; particularly Car.25. which runs thus, 


Ko Miniſter ſhall in ay wiſe admit to tht rectiving the Holy Commution any of V4 
| = —_— | E Cure 
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Cure or Flock, which be opennly known to live in notorious Sin, without Repentance 5 
nor any who have malicionſly and openly contended with their Neighbonys, until they ſal 
be reconciled : Nor any Church-Wayden or Side-man who Baving taben thiir Oaths to 
preſent to their Ordinary all ſuch publick Offences as they are particularly charg'd ty 
enquire of in their ſeveral Pariſhes, ſhall I their ſaid Oaths, ad 
that their faithful Diſcharge of them, is the chis] mens whereby publich Sing arg 
Offences may be veſorm'd and puniſh'd) wit tingly 214 willingly, deſperately and inreligi. 
ouſly incur the horrible Crime of Perury,tithey in.negleftiag or in efuſing to p eſent ſuch of 
the ſaid Enormities and publick Offences as they knew themſelves to be committed inthiir 
ſaid Pariſhes, or are notoriouſly offenſeue to the Congregation there : althoagh they be 
urg'd by ſome of their Neighboin's, or the Miniſter, or by their Ordinary bimſclf to dil. 
charge their Conſciences by preſenting them, and not to incur ſo deſperately be ſaid hom. 
ble Sin of Perjury, We do now humbly requeſt that according to this Canon 
ſome cfeRual Proviſion may be made to hinder all ſuch wicked Perſons from 
our Communion, which are a Scandal and Reproach to any Church,' much 
more to ours, That the Matter may be ſeriouſly debated and weighed, and 
whether more proper Methods than thoſe hitherto refoly'd on may not be 
found our and ſertled, For to ſpeak on the behalf of the Laity, as the impo- 
fing ſuch a Task on us or the Church-Wardens, 1s very hard and ſevere, foir 
hath been unſucceſsful ro the Purpeſe for which it was intended, and is likely 
always to prove ſo, though the Canon ſays that the Church-Wardens and Sides- 
mens fairhful Diſcharge of their Oarhs in preſenting Offenders to the Ordinary, 
is the chief means whereby Publick Sins and Offences may be reform'd and 
puniſhed, For it cannot be probably expeRed that they ſhould diſchargethis 
Office with that Fideliry and Care which 15 requiſite in a Buſineſs of ſuch lm- 
portance : If we confider either the manner of their preſence choice, the 
Mulriplicicy of ſecular Aﬀairs in which they are unavoidahly ingag'd, the 
Temptations to which they may be expoſed either by Neighbourhood, Ac- 
quaintance, Friendſhip, or Dependance upon others ; and nor-ro mentionthe 
ſmall Reverence which is paid ro Oaths by the Generality of Perſons in this 
diſſolure Age, which ought to be conſidercd ; nor the Tricks of waving the 
raking them, which the Corruption of our Spiritual Courts hath ſupplied us 
with z it cannot be imagin'd but that while Men are called to this Office by 
turns, and the worſt as wellas the beſt Pariſhioners are choſen to it, and while 
Men are govern'd by their worldly Intereſt, eicher no Preſentations at all 
ſhould be made, or thoſe that are ſhould be Omnia B:ne. Beſides, ſhould 
theſe Lay-Officers be Perſons of Sobriery and Integrity, and our of Regard to 
their Oaths, the Peace of their own Conſciences, and the good Comtort of 
their Chriſtian Neighbours, make exaR and juſt Preſentations, yct according 
to our preſent Conſtitution they are bound to carry them into the Spiricual 
Courrs 3 and what becomes of chem when they are lodg'd there, all the World 
knows; inſtead of impoſing ſuitable Penandes, Money ſhall be extorted by a 
Eody cf Men who have already ſhew'd us, that they can ſer Indulgences to 
ſale, and chat rhey are willing Men.ſhould ruin their own Souls, and go very 
quict!yro Hell provided they will pay them tole for their Paſſage. We are 
thercicre ot the opinion that the preſent Convocation ſhould contider whether 
rhe Inſpeftion into the Manners of the People ſhould nor be intruſted ſolely 
with the Miniſters and Prieſts, and this derermin'd and judg'd to be one part 
of the paſtoral Care ; whether it be not now abſolutely neceſſary to authorize 


and impower all Miniſters and Curates co obſerve the Lives of their Pariſhio- | 


py 


kd. 


s A" 
ners to admoniſſt them privarely and publickly, to pronounce the Cenſures of the 
Church, cirher of Suſpenſion or Excommunication, according to their ſcvcral 
Lives and Offences z they may be appointed to do all ritis in Subordination ro the . 
Piſhop or/the Ordivary 3 chough we think 'ris requiſire they ſhould be cxempred 
from the Juriſdiftionof the Spiritual Courts; thiey may Le ftil! acc 1415s ts the 
Biſhop, and be obliged to acquaint him with the Reaſons 2rd manner &f their £:0- 
ceedings, and beliable ro be puniſh'd by him, if they citlcr miSchave cthem- 
ſelyes, or negleR their Duty,- ' Letthis Authority and Power be inveſted in them 
jnſuch a Subordination, aud let it be declared and efteurrd as at efſcntial Branch 
of rhe Paſtoral Office, and in our Apprehenfions it will be a raore effeQual way to 
redre(; rl:is Z5ſorder chan the other, Thar which ſuggeſts and incourages this Pro- 
polal is 6ar Communion-Ruvrick, which requires ail Perſons that inter ro com- 
munictie, to ſend in their Names to the Curate, and orders him to admonith thoſe 
that are unfit, that they ſhould not preſume to come. Now if this were duly ob- 
feryed, and the Gyratcs likewiſe impowered to reje& (uclt ds ſhall, notwichſtand- 
ing their Admonition, dare ro-preſent rhemlelycs, and to pronounce either a Scn- 
tence of Suſpenſion or Excommunication -_ them 3 we conceive that this 
will be a more- proper and cftectual .Merhod to preſerve our Communions pure, 
chan that other of commirring it ro the Church-Wardens, wlioare too oftercarele(s 
aud unconcern'd about a marrer of ſuch a Spiritual Nature, or ſuch as deſerve to fall 
under the Cenſures of the Church themſelves, It will be no hard Marter for the 
Convocation to fix and (crtle chis Authority and Power, that the Curates ſhoul:l be 
joveſted with irs juſt Bounds and Limirs; This we propoſe wich all Humility to 
Perſons, that by their Sagacity and Wiſdom may ſoon find our better Ways ira 
weare able ro do, But that which we earneſtly and importunately requeſt is, thar 
ſince his Majeſty hath put an Opporrunity into their, Hands, of reviewing the old 
Canons and making new, that they would reſolve upon ſome courſe tor the pre- 
venting Men of rhe moſt profligate Lives and Principles from joyning chem(elyes ro 
our Communion, and parta':ing of the moſt Holy Sacrament; and we hoye rhe 
Author of Vox C1l:ri and others of the ſame ſtamp, will not charge us wich a De- 
ſign of pulling down the Houſe, firce we only demand that theſe Spiders 
which have filled every Corner of jr with cheir Cobwebs and Venome, may be 
ſwept our, and are willing thic che Beſom wich which it is to be done ſhould be 
put into the Hands of our Pricfts and Clergy. The Reafons of our Requeſt are 
ſuch as theſe. 

* 1. Becauſe according to the DoArine of our Church theſe Perſons have no 
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Right at all ro partake of the Sacrament, and to celebrate theſe Holy Myſteries 3; py; 


for ſhe appcints che Curate to advertiſe and zaAmauſo fu 4s theſe tht in any W:Jje ty Cam; 
preſume not 20 come : Tn her Exhorgation ſhe telis us thar 1t 15 to be admwittred only , 


to thoſe who are devoutly and religiouſly diſpoſts, and:,thar if any wito do not repent 1,4, 


of their Sins, and live 1n them without Ameniment, docome, the Comimmun 
does nothing elſe but increaſe their Daxmation £ And we are told thac Perio..5 that live 
ia Variance and Conterition, or in any known Sin, muſt nor be admired Lccauſe , «x; 
tis contrary co the Conumunion of the Zody and Blood of Chriſt: vu that theſe 7*.- 
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'Men are really Intruder:, andchruſt themielyes 45 Gucits to our molt tholy ,' 4 


Tables, contrary to the expreſs Commands of the Thurciz and when we dctire 
that they may ke caſt our, *ris no way injurious or prejudicizl totuem, but ecuds 
to their Benefir and Advantage : *cis £5 charitatle and jult, as co fnacch a Cup of 
Poiſon out of the Hands of a Mad wan, who 15 boldly going to. driuk it, 


2, The admitting ſuch Perſons to the Sacrament 1s a yery high Incouragement to 


- : 
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the Debauchery and Wickedneſs that now reigns among us : when theſe ſhall haye 
as free an Acceſs to this Holy Table as Perſons of rhe higheſt Sobriety and Vertue, 
when they ſhall ſhelter themſelves under our very Alcars, and none have any Power 
or Commiſſion to pluck them from thence, what can be expeRed bur that [mpj- 
ety and Profanefs ſhould overflow us as a mighty Stream? They have already learn. 
a to ſtop the Mouths of cheir own Conſciences and our Mouths too, when we offer 
to rebuke chem, by ſaying thr they are good Chriſtians,and Members of che Church 
as well as we zathey perſwade themſelves that their being of our Church here doth 
give them an undoubred Title toa Place among the Aſſembly of the: Firſt- 
and while they haveſuch Apprehenſions as theſe, we muſt expett rhey ſhould in- 
dulge themſelves in all manner of Immoralities ; afid now ſha!! the Holy Sacra. 
meut be proſtitured ro countenance and incourage ſuch fara! Preſumpzions as theſe, 
ro ſirengrhen the Hands of the Vile, and cauſe them ro commir Sin wich all imagj. 
rable Boldnefſs and without any Remorſe? Shall we tura the Cup of the Blood of 
Chriſt into the Cup of, Devils, as the Apoſtle expreſſes ir in 1 Cor. 10. 21, not onl 
by permitting thoſe who offer up themſelves as Sacrifices ro the Devil to drink of 
it, but by making ir as effe&ual ro the promoting che Incereſt of Satan, as though 


» he himſelf had rcallyinſtirured it ? 


Exhort, bef. 


thiCommun. 


\ 

2. Becauſe ſuch a Praftice as this tends to the increaſing the Numbers of the 
Diſlenting Convenricles. For though they are not without faulry Members as well as 
we, yet it muſt be confeſs'd that they are very careful ro keep or purge out all 
thar are openly fcandalous in their Lives, We indeed excel them in our Epiſcopal 
Government, the Decency and Order of our Worſhip, in the Numbers of ſober 
and learned Clergy ; but in this particular we are more defeAive than rhey, there . 
is not ſo much of this unhappy Leaven among them, as there is among us ; ſo that 
many Perſons of ſtri& Piety, who are burden'd and griey'd with this Diſorder, will 
be tempted to deſert us and join with them ; and they - being not acquainted wh 
the Diſtin&ions of learned Men, will be more eafily led into ſuch ad Error ; and if 
a ſpeedy Reformation be nor made in this Matrer, we muſt expe& the Numbers of 
thoſe who are the greareſt Ornaments of our Communion, out of a pretended 
Concern for their Edification, will leave us. For, 

4- We muſt now ackowledgand declare that the Admiſſion of ſuch as theſe ve- 
ry much hinders our Edification, and makes us take the Holy Sacrament with much lt 
Foy and Comfort than wermight otherwiſe do, As we belong to a Church that not 
only recommends the moſt inlarged Charity, but is celebrated for ir, ſo wc ho 
we are not withour ſome Meaſures of that Love to God and the Souls of Men, 
which ſhe requires inall her Communicants ; and being influenc'd by this we can- 
not with unconcern'd Eyes and Hearts behold theſe Men at once profane the Name 
of God, and eat and drink Damnation to themſelves, 3, e. as our Church explainsit, 
Diſeaſes, Death, and the Wine of God's Wrath, 


"Tis with a great and fincere Sorrow that we obſerve Perſons guilty of the 


higheſt Impuritics allowed to come to the Holy Communion,who ought to be driven 
from ir, Our Peace and Ber.efit would be much greater in our Approaches to it, if ve 
did not find there ſome who but a few Hours before were venturing their Lives in 
the Quarrel of a Strumpetz others who,ſpent the laſt Night in Revelling and Drun- 
kenneſs, and when they joyn themſelves to us, ſeem to take us for a Crew of merry 
Companions 3 others that juſt before che Communion were belching out Oarhs and 
Curſes, and ſoon after.che end of it' will pour our whole Vollies of them again, &*. 
Andif there were none allowed to kneel rhere, but ſuck as were ſober and vertu- 
ous, ,devourlyand religiouſly diſpoſed,” We mult therefore be excuſed, if after pe 
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a ſilence we take the liberry ro expreſs our Reſenrments in this Matter, and ro 
_— that we do, with a very re Grief, ſee the Holy Bread and Wine 
rouch'd by ſuch pollured Hands, and unhallowed Mouths, "yy when we fear 
and expeR, that after the raking of theſe, ( according to the Threatning denoun- 
ced by out Church) The Devil ſhould enter into them as be did into Judas, to fill 
them full of all Iniquitics, and bring them to deſtrution, both of Body ami Soul, And we Erhort, be. 
would add, that while” we have a warm and zealous regard to the Honour of fore the : 
| God mo and his Sacraments, and the Good of others, we ſhall have the Combanian 
| ſame ſenſe and apprehenſions. ” 1 
Bur to conclude this SubjeR, thar our preſent Convocation may be Niirred up 
to a more vigorous Zeal and Diligence in the framing new Penitentiary Canons, or 
reforming the Old, we would with all modeſty and ſubmiſſion remind our Fathers 
and Guides, now aſſembled, of che Promiſes they made ar rheir ſeveral Ordina- 
tions, and of the ſolemn Charge they received from our Church ; which is in theſe 
words 3 Wherefore confidey with your ſelves the End of your Miniſtvyy towards the Chil- 
dren of God, towards the Spouſe and Body of Chriſt, and ſee that you never ceaſe your La- Forin of 
bour, your Care and Diligence, until you bave done all that lieth in you, according to your 0"dering of 
bounde Duty, to bring all ſuch as are, 'or (hall be committed to your Charge, unto that Prieſts. 
agrtement in Faith and Knowitdg of God, and to that ripeneſs and perſeftneſs of Age in Sparrowe 
Chriſt, that there be no place left among you, either of Error in Religion, or for wiciouſneſs P+ 12 5+ 
of Life. And firice we ſhall nor entertain aſuſpicion of their readineſs ro diſcharge 
their Offices with the utmoſt fidelity, of. their willingneſs to pay a chearfiil Obe- 
dience ro the Commands cf qur comnion Mother, we will not queſtion their gra- 
tifying our Deſires in this Particular, 


Of the Examination of ſuch Perſons as deſire to be admitted into Holy Orders, 
both as to their Learning and Manners, 


Þ b+ the unhappy negle& of this,has nor only over-ſtock'd our Church with a ſhoal 
of ſupernumerary Clergy, but given too many the opportunity of crouding in- 
to Holy Orders,whom their Parents only thruſt on the Service of the Churchybecauſe 
they know. not how to diſpoſe otherwiſe of them, And yer ir muſt be ewn'd, 
that che Canons of” our Church are nor alcogerher chargeable with this Negle& : 
For the 35th Canon enjoins the Biſhop, before he adfnits any Perſon inco Holy Or- 
ders, to examine him, in the preſence of thoſe Miniſteys that (hall aſſift him in the Impoſition 
of Hands ;, or at leaſt take cave that the ſoreſaid Miniſters examine him if be have any lawſul 
+ Inpediment, We could heartily wiſh che Biſhop might accordingly do it more con- 
ſtantly himſelf, inthe preſence of ſuch as afſiſt at the Ordination, and not lcave ir 
ſo generally roche Arch-Deacon, or one of his Chaplains, And 'cwere. highly ad- 
viſcable chat the particular Trials which every Candidate for Sacred Orders muſt 
paſs, in order to givea good Specimen of his Proficiency in Humane Learning, and 
eſpecially in the ſtudy of Divinity, were preſcrib'd. Foritcan by no means be 
1 thought a ſufficient Evidence of a Man's being qualified for that Sacred Fun&ion, 
; that he can conſtrue a piece of the Latin Teſtament; and reſolve that grand 
ou of Nut ſuat Symbola ? &c. The admirable care of many. Foreign 
Churches, particularly the Reformed Churches in France,about the admiſlion of cheir 
Propoſants, is a very commendable Patrern. Arfd even in this Poinr, the Diredto- 
] 1y ( how idle a Book ſoever it may be1n other things) has the advantage of any 
. thing preſcri>'d in this Canon,which is too ax and general, And we would further 
- offer it ro conſideration, Wherher whar the 34th Canon enjoins in the Caſe of a 
0 Biſhop's ordaining a Man that is nor of his «v3 Djoczſs, ſhould nor hold alſo in his b 
g Jainir 


; The Concluſion, 
ordaining thoſe thar are ? viz, Thar he ordgin to Perſon bur ſuch as ſhall Exhibit 
Letters Tejlimmial of his good Life and Converſation, under the Seal of ſume Colledg fy 
Cambridg or Oxford, where before be remain'd ;"or of three or ' four gyave Miniſters, ragl. 
ther with the Subſcription 214 Teftimony of other credible Perſons, who have bnown bis Life 
and Behaviour by the ſpace of three tears next before, | 


Aving thus pal thro” the ſeveral Heads mention'd in his Majeſties Commig. 
fion, and wit! the fare L«fon, viz. for the advancing the Honour and Service 
of Almiphry God, for tne Gocd and Quiet"of- che'Church, andfor the better go- 
vernmext of it 3 we do nor doubt but the Propoſals we have made, If atrended th 
by the Convocaticin,wil! have ſuch an Ifſue. 'And we hope we (hall not be cenſur'd 
for invading the Pricti's Ofice 1n what we have done; A Man needs not the indelj. 
ble Charafter co do che Othce of a Sexton, (weep the -Duſt and tilt our of the 
; Church, and lalh T:bit's Dog ouc of the SanRuary 3 and that. is what we tae de. 
ſign'd. And if info doing, we have chanced here-and rhere to give ſom late Ay- 
thors « lick or two, they arc only ſuch as have officioufly fhelered him under thefr 
Legs. For tho we will allow him' to be as good-a Moral Cur as his late zealous Apolo- 
* Renrhs giſt can deiire,and to have Karned the 5th Commandmert, (for, faith he, * be whe . 
on the two faithful, and loved bis Maſter ) yer we would not nave che Fanaticks think, he is 
Littirs to Member.of our Churci, or that our Congregations are fo thin, even on a Week 
the Coxrvo- day, (when, ſays he, he only appcars there) thar we ſhould need his Com 
cation, p, toencreaſe them, We have,'1n our own Apprehenfions, conſulred the Honour 


I2, and Service of Almighry God, fince what we defire tends* ro the more pure anll 
orderly celel:rating of is Worthip, xo rite remaval of thoſe abuſes which are as 
provoking to him, as they are diſpleafing ro us 3 and may incline him who hath 
hitherto, by _ Miracles of ng and Power, defended and preſcrv'd us, ty 

| 


give us yer more f1gnal rcſitimonies of his Favor and Bouncy, And that we tave 
aim'd at the Good and Quiet of the Church is likewiſe as evident 3 fince whatwe 
-propoſe will render her Offices leſs liable 'to the Exceprions of our Adverſarie, 
and more proficavic to us, will increaſe her Pnriry and Splendor, wil add to the 
number of her ſober and pious Members, will make 'her Government more con» 
Formable ro the Primitive Pattern, and eſtabliſh ic on more lafting and folid 
Foundations, -and free her Children from many of the prefiing Grievances we 
groan under, And therefore we hope thar ſo favourable an Opporruniry whic 

his Majcſty preſents the Convocation with, will not be negle&-&, a Prince, who 
by his great Vercucs is the Glory. of our Church as well as the Z#*z4 ant Defen- 
der of it,and whoſe excellent Wiſdom and Judginent fhould be” ator? a ſuificient Ar- 
pument ro weigh wich us, rho there. were ro'ocher, as there -2re many more to 
induce vs to make our Reformarton more perfe& and complear, 

To ſum up all ; if his Majeſties Detires, and ours, be now comply'd with, the 
Church of England may ſtand and flouriſh as the Envy and Glcry of all the 
Retormed Churches, 1mpregnable ro the feeble Attacks of her Enemics, 2nd he a- 
dorn'd with a very great Purity and Brightneſs ; tur if chey be ſcorn'd and de- 
ny*d,we niay juſtly cxpett to fall under an indeli)e infamy and Reproach; to'haye 
our Srrengri and Numbers Iefſen'd and *avared, ro be cruſh'd by de Arte and 
Detigns'ot our ftrong and numerous Adverſaries, an4 to have 0 Charch, and all 
the Abuſcs which remain in her raken away together, by ſomg Revolurion thar we 
looked not for, | | | 
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